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IX. Conſequently, the Small-pox may be 
prevented, by keeping Perſons, liable to 
the diſtemper, from approathing within 
the infectious diſtance of the variolous 
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ITH great e diffidence; ron 
to advance objections againſt 
generally received opinions, 
on a Abe that has lain open to every 
man's obſervation above à thouſand 
years, and that has, for mote than a 
century 1 been frequently: dicuſſed 
by the moſt judicious and ſagacious 
ations: But the ſmiall-pox is of ſuch 
high concernment to mankind, that 
every effort, however inadequate, to 
check its fatal ravages, will be received, 
1 truſt, with Peculi r indulgence. 
235) 02, Homes ,, 
. Turxrx are two opinions, which have 
ſo generally prevailed as to repreſs ever) 
attempt, in this country, to preyent 
the ſmall-pox. 1. Clothes, &c. expoſ- 
ed to the variolous effluvia, are: ſuppoſ- 
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4 INTRODUCTION. 


ed, I beheve univerſally, to retain an | 


infectious quality. And 2. When the 


diſtemper is epidemical, the whole At» 


moſphere cf the place is thought to be 
contaminated. To theſe points I par- - 


n Se tha abe 8 71 


ods may 1 ene by te: Kt in 


this Inquizy, I do not conſider” imas 
ginary prejudices, : 1, How Jong a time = 
the clothes. & c. Whieh have been exy 


poſed to the variolous effluvia are ſup- 


poſed: to retain their infectious quality, 


may he differently eſtimated, this ſub- 
ject having never been, that I know. of; 
particularly conſidered. A phyfician-of 
the moſt reſpectable authoriry, when 
aſked whether he thought that the docs 
trine, on this point, advanced in the 
NR, was true, poſitively aſſer ted, 

that he had known a medical Wigs 
8 expoſed to the effluvia of a ſmallæpox 


chamber in London, Which, "font: 
8 N to ee had retained: 


ſuch 


S tlie common a 


1 1 R 0 D gy Q 1 E N. _ 

t ſuch an infectious quality ag t com- 

municate the diſtemper to a perſon in 

that towh2:: If elothes- &. bann, woe - 

ſuppoſed. to-retain=the, peſtilent 

wa, ißt ong a time eee e a 

5 journey, no no penſon liable war lügen 
Per can: be ſecure. dange 


would be utterly impaſſe wo guard 
MOI MPs: eee wy 
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aw Warn a manuſerips copy of theſs, 


ſmall- pox fociery 3 in x Cheſter, glee og 
culated-among my acquaigtance ii was 
5 favoured. with beef 1 ing remarks > 
by a moſt. intelligent medical fp; ende 
Strange it is that phykical, people 
© ſhould have enerally admitted, tllat 
mc ſphere: was ſo affect. . 
"I © ed, when the: ſmall- po became epi- 
demic, as to be univerſal \ infectious l . 
And yet true it is. When T firſt dife. 
© courſed with — —— on 4 „ 
ION wolle him ic ' confined: the effi- 


ge 


1 
* 
* ; 6 


the high 
once ventured to: 


ine r 45 eee grey ae it 


Would, in ordinary, ſcarcely extend to 


«:the boundary of a circle of a yard 
radius: He treated the aſſertion as in 
ret degree -abfard; and at 
firm; that, he had | 
2 known it to extend thirty 727 
% How. Looſely have theſe. matters 
'© been "conſidered !* Now if the vari- 


olous poiſon» could render the atmoſ- 
Phere infectious to the distance oy 


hoes bf theſe händen was ene a 


16 — 5 a: 42 Nhyſician ; of. : the moſt f Ee Xte nſive 
ing juſtly celebrated as the n 


and clear diſcernment, be- 
nent in the profeſſion. And to ſuch a 


degree do theſe notions prevail, that, 1 
believe, if other medical men had bee 


vos: Ee uUaoitneſſes 
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1 7 
witneſſes to the facts here alluded to, 
in both caſes, many woubl 49 5 drawn 
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he T W be bars 840 to confeſs that 
the Theory advanced in this Inquiry, in 
nearly every inſtance, ſuggeſted the ob- 
ſervation of facts. This being the 
truth, it will not be deemed an unne- 
ceſſary caution that I have uſed, in ad- 
ding the teſtimony of others, which 
may be thought more impartial than 


my own, concerning the facts that 


might appear moſt extraordinary, ac- 
cording to the prevailing idea on this 
ſubject, 1 allow that many falſe and 
even injurious medical Theorizs have: 
been deviſed.: But, on the other hand, 
L maintain, that unconnected facts af- 
ford no information; that facts are in- 
ſtructive and uſeful juſt i in proportion 
as they are reducible to general rules or 
laws; and that true Theories, in his, 
28 f in other branches of natural Philo- 
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7 bophy, lead to a more exact relation 
of facts. No perſon could deſcribe the 
effects of lightning ſo exactly ab an 
electrician. Having obſerved that ma- 
ny medical theories are mere metaphors, 
and thinking all metaphorical language, 
on ſuch ſubjetts, a deluſive and mil- 
placed kind of elegance, I have endea- 
voured to avoid every figurative allu- 
ſion. By this remark, I do not, ho- 
ever, mean to exclude arguments from 
analogy, a juſt mode of reaſoning, 
founded” on the e of nature's 
ene 446% 3 | | 


: th Abe peer 1774, the natural ſmall- 
pox was ſo dreadfully fatal to the poor 
inhabitants of Cheſter, as to produce a 
deep impreſſion upon my mind, eſpe- 
cially when I conſidered, that it was 
poſſible to prevent ſuch deſtruction. 
Ever ſince that time, it has been an 

object of my moſt anxious wilnes to 
: A their lives by inoculation, | HEE 

In 


cal, T ventured to propoſt 
'T plan for 1 this purpoſe; at firſt, för 
e mofiths, privately, and in March 


Tome Mofit 
Pabel, which" was not dll. 
y the Faculty, nor by our 
moſt intelligent citiz ens. Rut 
ſineſs was beſet with" oy fm düse. 
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cuted till 1, go. 
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| Pine that both the opi- 
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N nions were erroneous, which . . 5 


herto formed the bar, and, if they 


were true, the inſuperable bar to all 
human means c of preventing the ſmall- 
For! Though I have long acquired = 
S perfect conviction upon theſe points, b 
from the principles explained in the | 


IRY,, yet a, diffidence . in diſputing 


| "avi and ſo generally among phyſicians, 
1 induced. me to ſolicit the unreſerved 
__ criticiſm of my friends, vchere ever 1 855 
could take that liberty. For ſix years, 


theſe. papers have been circulating a- 


C 


bi mong my | medical and philoſophical a ac- 


quaintance; 1, requeſted them freely to 


ſtate their objections, and to ſend me 
explicit anſwers to the Queries. annexed 


d the, Inquiry: and to induce them 

to propoſe heir remarks without re- 
ſexve, I engaged not to publiſh their 

names, whether they a pproved. or diſ- 

approved the doctrine I endeavoured to 

eſtabliſh. I return, to theſe obliging 

| correſpondents 


* - 
* 


INTRODUCTION. un 
correſpondents my grateful thanks, for 
this private favour, and acknowledge 
the cordial ſatisfaction which their ap- : 
| probation has afforded me. But, on 
this occaſion, I willin gly obſerve the 
promiſed ſilence, being deſirous to con- 
vince by argument, not to perſuade by 
authority. It may ſuffice to ſay, in 
general, that every objection with 
which I have been honoured, is fully 
ſtated in the InquiRy, for the reader 
to form his own W on the 
ſubject. 
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from the following facts: The world 


had exiſted between 4 and 5coo years 


before hiſtory takes any notice of this 
diſtemper. It is univerſally allowed to 


have been originally endemic in or near 
Arabia. All Europe was infected from 
this place, and all other parts of the 
world that were chen known, or have 


ſince been diſcovered. It did not appear 
in Greenland till 1733: the infection 


was carried thither by a native return- 


ing home i in the diſtemper : from Copen- 


hagen ( a). In Minorca, it entirely dif- 
appeared from 1725 till 1742, that is, 
for 17 years. In 1745, it was again 


brought to Minorca by one of his Ma- 


jeſty's Ships. And there can be no 
doubt that the former infection was 


imported by ſome ſhip, tho' unnoticed 


by the author ( h 05 At Boſton in New- 


ei the pag: had been epi- 


demical 


5 {a) Craniz's hiſtory of bl 5 5 
(, Cleghorn's diſeaſes of Minorca, Chap. vijth. 
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diemical only eight times, from the firſt 
1 ſettlement of the 3 province of. All SY 
chuſett's, till 1752, as | appears from 
the following table, compoſ | 
Dr. Douglaſs's 


North merica 110089 
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Aland. | | 
quainted me with this fact, in theſe 
TO. the ſmall-pox was never epi- 
demical during my reſidence at Rhode 
5 Iſland, nor before that I ever heard 

© of. As far as I can recollect, there 


| Fj Ar Rhode Iſtand £ * A eric the f 1 


a epidemical, accord 


ing to 5 intelligence which 1 


have 8 ow” 885 b wh. 


: ee fron 


a 6. WM 1505 and 
from 325 Waterhouſe, a native of the 


The former Zentlem an 


[= ac- 


© never was, at the fame time, more 


« than 5 or 6 ill of the. diſtemper. 


Such an happy exemption is accom- 


pliſhed by regulations eſtabliſhed there 
for the purpoſe d). This propoſe 
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other Proofs; un- 


is Capable of man; 
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"Ih variolous Velen rs oluble in a1 . 5 

Tas. infection of the ſmall-pox i: is 
| termed a. poiſon, by medical writers 5 and 


wht ſri ene, G Sho 


1 is 5 5 ee e to e the 
mode of combination between the va 
riolous poiſon and air. 1 apprehend 
. 55 are vnited by ſolutign... 1 

W. HEN a 8 e has dilloly- 
ed any ſubſtance, it remains perfectly 
tranſparent. This 2% of ſolution is 
founded upon a very extenſive and uni- 

form induction of facts, determined 

by, accurate and numerous experiments 
in various kinds of menſtrua, ſaline, | 

_ inflammable, watery and aireal, with 
cout a ſingle exception that occurs to 
my recollection. It may be imagined. 
that the tranſparency of the ſolution. 


dozs not depend on any chemical com =. 
5 bination, 
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bination but on the GA A ce 


1 be denomiitidte 


rency of the ingredients. But metals, 


ne 40 


earths, &c. are opaque bodies, yet, 
When diffoded, 3 in their proper men- 


ſtrua, the ſolu is perfectly tranſ. 
© king On the contrary” it two tranſs 

parent ſubſtances, that have no chemi- 
+ attraftion' for each oth r. be agita- 
ted to; erher,” they will bece me opaque, 
48, water Ant oil, or air ſuperſatii 
with watery vapour. 80 numerous ant 
ſo uniform are the facts on which this 
_ 6bfervation | iS founded, that! It may juſt- . 
ec a chemical principle. 
or la of dre. — e W ny agg 
t our fübheer. He 3 5 W ws # 

e AGREE Ml 1 as 
country, that the natural ſmall-pox 1 may 
be propagated without immediate con- 
tact of the patient or of the poiſon,” 
and that the diſtemper is communicat - 
ed from the infectious to the infected 
PO thro' the mediuth' of air, Vari- 

olous 


4 . 1 | 8 9 
olous matter applied. to a wound,. or to 


the inſide of the noſtrils 7 7), or to the 
whole ſkin H, produces the inoculat- . 


ed ſmall-pox. _ 80. that the natural | 


EA LALLY i b * 
ſmall-pox. appears to > be ahogys commu 


nicatel thro the: air. Hence 1 it is 'Prov= 


N $34 


ed inconteſtibly t that the peſtle en ial * 
flu en mg ms exit 8 the air near 


1 2 711 Wein 2 


Fud! TIRE); TORE 41s 918950 874 
3807 Sh aa; Stump c11[[0 0) 


A ates eee videntur tldgerez ſ outi al 
quandoque gd gon tegie & geinde morbum 


EL. Iu 


: i da Vieialijuote erfells 1 fanitate EY 


bus, unicam in cute puſtulam atfoHi/ Tuberk, delers 


ſuppurari, et run ſatis profunde exedere, cicatrice 


Arenen de eee ee 


morbus eum revs uis Hamptomatibds equebatur, 
d er idem 4 iquoties 6b. 


#32" | 


Audivi de'aliis wbedieibe . 
ſervaveririt'; imo mulierctulz=; quæ varioliv cumben⸗ | 
tium cuſſodiam agersſolent, has puitolas, Myederpokken 


foleat vocare, tanquam ſequentiym drevi yariolarum 
| genitrices, \ & audacter predicunt, ſeculdtun mblbiſ u. 
Plerumque in facie, talis pultuls ſolet [appurers] ford 


ſemper unica, rars; bine vel plures; faltem a6, ge 
mini, me in praxi unquam plures rar bines vidiſle, 


ja $8 


at ſemper fediorem cicitricem relinq unt de . 
variole,” Van Swieten Com. a p. 27. IO 


See alſo Phil. Tranſact. abridged; No. 378. W 
497 64; 1768. xvij. 
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to a fmall-pox patient, or * to > vatiolous 5 


matter. F 


| Anornzs an J no leſs eden a proof 
of the exiſtence of variolous miaſms 
in air, may be inferred. from their pe- 
culiar ſmell. The impreg nation of li- 
quids may generally be diftinguiſhed by 


the taſte. Air cannot be taſted; but 
ſmelling, the ſenſe appropriated to that 
element, diſtinguiſhes: the preſence of 


variolous miaſms, 0 a peculiar and 


eee euch. 
1 TIO tho h imprognated ; 


with yariolous miaſms, is perfectly 


tranſparent. The ſight is the moſt 


acute of our ſenſes, and could diſcover 


a very ſlight degree of opacity: If a 


fingle grain of magneſia be agitated i in 
a quart of clear water, its white par- 
ticles are viſible in every drop of that 


water. A pound of bitter cathartic 
falt might be diflolved in a quart. of 


water, 


a ͤ;—Lrꝛ 1 i os 
i * " x 
4 "5 s "'E $75. Og * 


water, and, When thus combined, can- 
not be diſcerned: we may therefore 
reaſonably eenelädde that it becomes iu- 
viſible; for a grain of this falt added 
after full ſaturation, remains viſible. 
Small particles floating in air, are as 
diſtinguiſhable as partieles Hoating 1 in 
water. A gain, the quantity of air ap- 
plied to the organ of ſmell is ſmall 
compared with what 1 is pervaded by the 
organ of ſight. It 1 is true, that a few 
particles of duſt, not viſible in a ſhad- 
ed ch amber, being of the ſame colour 
as the ſurrounding objects, may be 
diſtinctly ſeen by a ray of ſun” ſhine 
admitted into the chamber. The rays 
of the ſun render objects of every co 
tour bright, and the dark ſhade behind 
them ſets: off theſe bright objects moſt 
diſtinctly. 1 have, ſeveral times, ex“ 
poſed the air impregnated with variol-- 
ous. miaſms, to a ray of ſunſhine, let 
into a dark chamber, but could never 
obſerve chat it was viſible, not even 


1 1-08 INQUIRY, a 
nin che moſt infectious ſtate of che con- 
. Aluent ſmall-pox, immediately iſſuing 
= from the puſtules. However, „IJ would 
: =D bn no means maintain, that air is ne- 
19 ver ſuperſaturated, and conſequently 
|: deco mille, | obj een end 2 
1 7 ee 1 79 be put ihto 2. — 
ä quantity of menſtruum than (an diſ- 
1 ſolye it, after fully ſaturating the men- 
[i ſtruum, the remaining ſolvend conti- 
ill nues unchanged, and capable of im- 
* pregnsting a larger proportion gf men- 


— — 


N 
—— 
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FF enuve.. . Jo. like manner, uhen the 
„ variolous poiſon is put into a ſmall 
3 portion of air only, it continues capa- 
5 ble of impregnating more air, and a 
1 part of the poiſon mains ane eee 


| ; cloſe corked up in Cnall 3 chat 
it the air may not diſſalve.; all the. infec⸗ . 
il | tion contained in it. I haye ſeen the 
= variolous pus remain, in a cloſe co xcd 
. in a half fluid ſtate, for ſeveral 
months, 
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acids; not being incloſed ib a 
3 of air e to o diele : the | 
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"#5 Tue ch 18 . 5 * 
cling and uniform analogy... The 
perſpiration of vegetables, Which Dr. : 
Hales has proved to be very copious, 5 
and the inſenſible perſpiration of ani- 
mals, are perfectly inviſible. if the 
effluvia are ſuppoſed to conſiſt of fuck 
minute particles, that the eye cannot 
diſtinguiſh the perſpiration of one 
man or one leaf; yet when we view, 
in one direct line from the eye, thou- 
ſands of men, or millions of leaves, : 
their accumulated perſpiration” muſt 
be diſtinguiſhed, 1 they diminiſhed, 
in the ſighteſt degree, the tranſpa- 
rency of the air. Not only the well 
eſtabliſhed theory, that water is ſo- 
luble in air, confirms the doctrine 
here advanced, but, I appr ehend that 
the Fee of all volatile ſubſtan ces, 
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wWhoſe vapour is inviſible, are manifeſt- 


ly explained on the fame principle. The 
mode of combination between the Vas 


_ »rlioous poiſon and air ſeems extremely 


analogous to the combination of all in- 

. viſible odours with air, that is, by we 
lation. © Phe air is rendered odorifer- 
ous without diminiſhing its tranſpa- 


rency, by an infinite variety of ſub- 


| ſtances, of which the variolous is poiſon 
ſelf 1 18 one. J 


8 IV. 1 

x TWO 8 FY expoſed, for the fin t time, 
to the vari 0101 infecti on, they very rare 

ly both eſcape catchi ng the ſmall-pox ; 
and, if THREE perſons be expoſed together, 
they much more rarely all remain uni un- 


feed. 
Ir a Co, who wad not had hh. 


 ſmal'-50x, were always to catch the diſ- 


temper, whenever expoſed to the va- 
riolous infection; it would follow, as 
| nt 


wa dted nen that #1 ſuch 
a a perſon: had not been attacked, there- | 
fore certainly he had never been expoſ- 
ed to 55 infection. But the facts are 
more complex, and the con eſs 
obvious. Indeed, in my opinion, 4 
want of due conſideration of theſe facts 
| has occaſioned the moſt erroneous con. 
cluſions. I requeſt” the reader's parti 
cular attention to this point, as many 
of the following pups wy 5 
We 8 it. 1 5 


3 AN»; 1 1 Hed univer= | 
Git. that neither inoculation, nor 
breathing the variolous miaſms Will 
produce the ſmall-pox in eyery per- 
ſon who never had the diſtemper. 
The proportion of mankind incapable 
of infection has been eſtimated by au- 
thors of high authority to be 1 in 20 
% ae 18 an enn 1 0 gene- 
s $2} „ rally 


_ 8 Chats ij. . Roſen- 
ſtein's diſeaſes of * Chap. xij. | 
Ss | 


| | rally e ich is een well 


founded, that ſome perſons/are 1 incapa- 
ble of infection at one time and yet 
are infected at another. I do not know 
a ſufficient nu f this ki 
to aſcertain what Proporti on of man- 
kind is liable to this temporary incapa- 
city of receiving the infection. It is 
certainly a very ſmall proportion; in- 
deed ſo ſmall that ſome, of very exten- 
ſive obſervation, have doubted whether 
it exiſts at all, From a general recol- 
lection of the imperfect evidence pro- 1 
duced on this ſubject, I ſhould conjec- 7 
ture, tha: it does not happen once in 
ſeveral hundred, or more probably in 
ſeveral thouſand inſtances: if ſo, the 
proportion above ſtated of 1 in 20 will 
be altered a very fmal. fraction SINE: by 
this Oy: ny. 


1 ee to me, that it ch be 
| bad, arithmetically, by the doc- 
trine of eee, according to theſe 

; data, 
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5 


ne, if two, or if three perſons 


4 were x Rd; for the firſt time, to the 
variolous infection, what degree of pro- 
bability there was that one or more „ 
them would catch the diſtemper. At 
my requeſt, a mathematical friend made 


" he aro; es. ky on each 
e e 
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Ir thee het 1 1 Peron in 20 who is 


not liable to the ſmall-pox, it is 
therefore evident that, for any par- 
ticular perſon, there are 19 chances 
that he may be infected, and only 1 
that he cannot. Eence we may rea- 
ſon,” however epidemical the ſmall- 
pox has been in a town, that a child 
who has eſcaped. the diſtemper, was 
never expoſed to the infection (un- 
leſs we know the contrary) is proba- 
bs ble, in the degree of 19 1-9 
in a family have eſcaped, the proba- 


bility that they were never both ex- 
poſed is ahove 400 to 1: if 3 in a 
. a e SE 


— m 


— * "Se — 5 = 
— - 7 . 
by - Tha - 7 : SETTER + ae W/E ae, 
. \ * 
- % Fo 


_— 


DN Rs bx Aon ALAS on Do $5256 mr ARR 


a er 


— 


— —— — . . wy” * 7 222 
RC ET DD ny 


—— 
— — en Lge” 


2 eee 


nere 


———— gy gy ea RAE 


— * 
— — — 
ou _ — ——— 
drains ia. 


— nr non 
* ** 2 


. K 
2 ap ayes — 
— — — 


r Ae hott 28 ae KI 
- ti ar 2 


n 
a rr renner 


— 


o ory 2 222 2 
SS KTK Z 
— He" 42m ee aint ave 


# 
CA Ae RA TIES PH” 
—— ot WO 44 1. 


— 


e 


ain ee 4 
r 
_— — — os 


r 
ts PO 


e —— 


W e 


e ho 
* * aaa 4 c * e + the» Sn + 1 
8 e's? . 2 ts IS wry ee eee 
2 * * — I As. * N 0 
- ee ee e be don oi : DES : 


. 


among P 
— 4.4 rr 


28 Hh N. QU: 1 R 
28 ah have. 


% 
\ 


—— 2 
— 2 ts» es — 
oy 


De 
A 


1 My ingenious friend, Mr. Dawſon, a truly 
mathematical genius, not unknown to ſome ot the firſt 
philoſophers of the age, favoured me with this calcu- 


lation. To Dr. Stewart profeſſor of mathematics at 


Edinburgh, and to Dr. Horſeley late ſecretary to the royal 
ſociety, he firſt ſuggeſted ſome mathema Ic 
regard both to their principles and calculations, for 


aſcertaining the diſtance of the ſun, by the theory of 


gravity. With Mr. Emerſon, he had ſome mathema- 


tical diſquiſitions, concerning the preceſſion; of the equi- 
noxes. I hadintended to ſubjoĩn Mr. Dawſon's demon- 
ſtration: but, to the mathematical reader it would be ſu- 


perfluous, and to others uſeleſs. To mention the data 


and conclufions may be ſufficient. This calculation de- 


« pends not only on the proportion of Lin 20 naturally | 
« exempted from the ſmall-pox ; but likewiſe on the 
number of inhabitants in the place where the ſmall- 
* poxis epidemical, who have never been preriouſſy ex- 
© poſed to the variolous infection, This number varies. 
greatly at different times and places, w which produces 
ſome variation in the calculation. For example, let this 


number be ſuppoſed 3 50. If then 2 i a family have 


© both eſcaped, the probability that. they were never 
* both expoſed is as 422 tol; if 3. have eſcaped, as 
9496 to 1. If the number who have never been 


 * expoſed to infeQion be infinite; when 2 or 3 toge- 


« ther have eſcaped the diſtemper, the chances that 
* they have not been expoſed to the infection are as 
399 to 1, and 7999 to 1 ä 


INQUI IR v. 


Bur as theſe calculations may not ; . 


praduee general conviction, there is 
another method, by which any perſon, 


who will take the trouble, may ſatisfr 


himſelf that this argument has a juſt 
and true foundation. Loet twice 20 or 
9808 white peas be put into a box, and 
mark. 2, or every zoth pea, with ink, 
and take out 2 at a time without ſee- 
ing them. | He will very rarely. take out 
the 2 marked peas together. If thrice 
20 or 60 peas be put into a box, if 3 
of them be marked, and if 3 peas be 
taken at a time, the 3 marked peas will 
much more rarely be taken out together. 
This is obvious to common ſenſe, and 
any one, who has patience to make the 
trial, 007-3 have actual e 


N we + may conclude, hows 30 or 
more perſons together, in the ſame 
place, and at the ſame time, have all 
eſcaped the e that they were 
not expoſed to the variolous infection. 
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I cx add an argument which ſtrong- 
ly confirms this calculation of chances, 
and may be regarded by many as more 
cConcluſive than any calculation. 1 have 5 

aſked the following queſtion, and ob- 

tained anſwers from 26 phyſicians and 

5 ſurgeons, all eminently diſtinguiſhed | 

for their medical knowledge and exten- 

> ve practice. Did you ever know 


© 3 or more perſons, at the ſame time 


and place, all eſcape the ſmall-pox, 
© after being certainly expoſed, for the 
-< firft time, to the infection, either by 
* inoculation with genuine freſh mar- 
© ter, or by breathing the air of a 
chamber in which the variolous ſmell 
© was perceptible ?”- None of theſe gen- 


tlemen mention a ſingle inſtance of 


3 together eſcaping, after expoſure to 

infection. And I have only been in- 

formed of two inſtances, where 2 to- 
gether both eſcaped This obſerva- 
tion is not applicable to young infants, 


x CEP 


: who are, it is well known leſs late | 
” to cateh 88 e K 80 . 
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The peri od. between Fs on inf the com- 5 
mencement of the variolous fever is gene- 
rally fromthe 6th to the 14th day incluſive, 

after inoculation : and this period is not 
much longer i in the natural Jag: Par. _ 
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Tux only proof chat can be given of 
this propoſition is by an induction of 
- facts. A great number of facts would 

be required to deduce any certain con- 
15 cluſion. No one probably has had more 
experience in inoculation than Baron 
Dimſdale, to whom mankind. are ſo 
highly obliged for communicating the 
improved method of conducting this 
proceſs. In a letter from the Baron, 15 
Was favoured with- the following im- 
portant obſervation, and have leave to 
7 mention] it in his name, which, on this 
8 


© See Monro o on n inoculation, p. 253. 


ſubject, will be af End of che greateſt 5 
authority. In the improved method 
© of inoculating with fluid matter, the 


© eruptive fever, in every inſtance within 


$9, my experience, commenced on ſome 
day from the 6th to the 14th, both 
incluſive, I have not known one 
* inſtance later (4). „„ 


94. 


„ 


Turs 5 in —_ particular caſe, 


can be accurately aſcertained in the ino- 


. culated, but with much more difficulty 
in the natural ſmall-pox. However, | 
for the purpoſe of this inquiry, it would 
be ufeful to approach the truth as nearly 
as we can, in the natural infection. 1 
will circumſtantially relate ſome facts 
to illuſtrate . Ju. 


ift Caſe. A daughter of the late 
rev. Mr. Harwood's paſſed very near, 
but did not touch, a TUE who! had the 
 ſmall- 
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the natural infection. The eruptive 
fever commenced, in both, on the ele- 
venth day of infection. Mr. Jackſon, 
ſurgeon, of Frodſham can witneſs that 
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it to an infected -houſe, about a mile 
<'offo This crag Sunday afternoon a- 
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ever, authentic information of two facts, 


that, at firſt view, ſeem exceptions to 
this propoſition, in regard to the natural 


infection, the one being apparently lon- 
ger and the other ſhorter than the pe- 
riod here mentioned. A girl of 14 
years old came from a part of the 
country where there was no ſmall-pox, 
entereda chamber, unexpectedly, where 
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reaſon to think that the period between 
infection and the eruptive fever 1s not 
ſhorter, but probably ſomewhat | longer : 
in the natural than the inoculated 
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their being infected after eit 
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«7 donot krow whether this ſeldiers were 
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ry « curious, it "affords no poſitive proof | 
that the infectibus period Was "longer 
than above ſtated. Some vatiolous 
matter might 'poſtibly have been con- 
veyed aboard the tranſports, "and in- 
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nile of facts, where tlie hour or day : 
of infection was exactly known, I have 
attempted to determine this point by 
the following method. I requeſted Mr. 
Owens, inſpector to the ſociety, to note 
down, in his regiſter of the ſmall-pox, 
the day of the month, when each child 
of the family firſt complained of the 
eruptive fever. The accuracy of the 


regiſter I can confirm, in many inſtan- 


ces, from my own knowledge. As op- 
portunity offered, I collected other facts 
from information equally authentic. In 
that part of the regiſter, which will be 
_  inſertedin the ixth propoſition of this Ix- 
 QVIRY, the 7th family i is noted down in 


1ſt May 30 
2d June 14 


which fignifies that the 2d child was 
; attacked on the 16th day after the firſt, 
| reckoning. incluſively, i in that family. 
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infectious. I have the following reaſon 
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that is, between a mother and the child 
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child. 
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© yariolis malignis correpta eſt. Fili- 
< um, nullis morbi notis in corpore ſe 
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_ © cimo quarto e vita deceſſit. Infans 


autem, cum quatuor dies poſtea vixe- 
rat mane convulſionibus morbi præ- 
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_.© quanta e morbum mater- 
num in fœtum tranſuſſe, diebus octo 
© elapſis, in tenero corpore renaſciturum” 
J. Hence the child was attacked by 
the ſmall-pox on the 18th day after his 
mother. This caſe of the celebrated Dr. 
Mead, which, he fays, that he had lately 
een, i is confirmed by one who is not a leſs 
\ judicious and accurate obſerver, John 
Hunter, Eſq. F. R. S. In the en: 
cal Tranſactions m), he relates the caſe 
of Mrs. Ford, whoſe fmall-pox appear- 
ed on the evening of the 8th of De- 
cember. She was delivered on the 3 iſt, 
chat is, on the 24th day from the erup- 
tion. The child had puſtules filled 
with matter, when born, which appear- 
ed about the 6th or 7th day of the erup- 
tion. Hence the eruption in the child 
+ muſt have happened about the, 18th or 
ANY way after che mother . 
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I we may take for granted. that i nh. * 
fection does not precede the eruptive 
fever longer than the 74th or röth day, 5 

it follows, in both theſe caſes, (1ſt, ) that Ti 
the child was not infected at the time 
ed, (2d,) nor dur- 1 5 
ing the mother's eruptive fever. It 

ſeems probable that the children were 
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infected after the variolous ſerum or 
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and fatally prevail, ſo as to produce 


the miſchief it is intended to prevent. 
TT imagined that the change of air, 


even from an infectious to a healthy 


ſituation, occaſions the diſeaſe. As 


there cannot poſſibly be any juſt foun- 


dation for this ſuſpicion, we may in- 
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5 PT” to 90 ade a notion. Between 
„ the time of infection, and the com- 
5 mencement of the diſeaſe, there is an 
interval of ſeveral days: during this YZ 
= interval, infected perſons may have | 
re moved, from the neigh bourhood of the 1 
ſmall-pox, to a diſtance from it, and, = 
ſoon after the removal, may have been 
ſeized with the diſtemper. But it can- 
not be doubted that the infection would 
as certainly have had this effect, if the 
patient had remained in the former i- 
tuation. 
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Perſors F able to the ſmallpox, are BY FOG | 
- by breathing the air, impregnated with 

i variolous miaſins : : . Either (I) very 
near à patient in the  diftemper, from 
about the time that the erupti on bas ap- 

| feared till the laſt ſeab is dropt off the 
: ; body, or (4 IT) very near the variolous 

. poiſon, in à recent flate, or (111 ') that 


bas been cloſe Haul up, ever fince it was 
recent, 
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f 4 ay no (medica man, nis g couns | 
try, doubts t t a patient in the ſmall. 
x communicates an. infectious qua- 
ty to ao air that ſurrounds him, we 
need only inquire „at what time of the 
diſeaſe, this peſtilential æmanafan from 
his 1 N 150 nen ed or 
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i HAVE not. in cis to: bad a 
Me ee, of facts, to aſcertain, 
with preciſion, on what day of the 
diſeaſe a patient becomes intectious. 
But the following evidence will War- 
rant a probable conjecture, that, before 
the eruption appears, the patient is 
en or never n to enen b9 


10 e e atteadal a alittle 
boy 3 in the 8 whoſe eruptions, 
of the diſtin& kind, appeared on the 
4th day of the fever; his two ſiſters, 
on their appearance, were removed put 
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of the houſe. One of them e bs 
veriſh on the i ith day af 
the other was not attacked till 7 weeks 5 
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er her removal; 


after, on being expoſed to another i in- 


fection. As the former ſiſter was wy 
removed to a neighbouring houſe, 


may be ſome doubt whether ſhe might 


not be infected by ſome future com- 
munication; the other '4 was ſent to a 


W 
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t and: ath- Da A eee | 
child became feveriſh on the Sunday; 


two others of his children were daily 
in the ſame room, and one of them lay 


every night with the patient till Friday 
(the 6th day) and were then removed; 
yet neither were infected, tho' the puſ- 


tules had appeared a day or two before: 
one of them was inoculated. n after 
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5 duced. in calving s again, on che pre. 


ſent ſubject. In a family where there 


he 


were four children who had never 


been expoſed to the infection, when the 
eruption appeared on the firſt pati- 
< ent, which was on the 4th day of the 


6 diſeaſe, the other three were ſepara- — 


1 ; ted trom 1t' and elcaped 3 infection. 


5 as — . that the wy ey 
| Fa come under my own o 7 vation are 
- manifeſtly too few to diſcoyer the truth, 
1 am happy to add the teſtimony of my 
moſt. reſpectable and ingenious friend 
Dr. Heberden, in confirmation of what 
- "TL had: advanced. . In a correſpondence | 
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with which he has long honoured me, 


he communicated the following, obſe r. 
vation, which, 1 have leave to. mention 
on his authority. 3 Many inſtances | 
have occurred to me, which ſhew, 
that one who. never had the ſmall- 
pox might fafely aſſociate, and even, 
«6-3 in the Kun bed with a variolous 
-1 5 H „„ e patient, 
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It 4 1 hat Aber . b feen is ac- 
ntally ſeized with the ſmall-pox in 
a e where others are liable to it, 
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variblous Ws 
* ouſly 3 ; the poiſ 
pus being erpoſed. at that period, 
naked to "the — according to the ac- 
urate defcription of the faithful y 
denham. 5 Noe ad hate diem” ofthe 
vum a Primo inſultu © Puſtulæ, que 
© faciem obſetlerant, læves ad tactum 
15 fuere atque rubræ, jam rd aſperio- 
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lous ſcab remains, it undoubtedly. ce 


After all che ſeabs have dropt off, 1 
ſhould: conjecture that no infectious 
quality could be ſuſpected to remain in 
the body, there being ſuch a quick diſ- 
charge of every thing offenſive to the 


the ſmall-pox Society. However, the 
ſkin, hair, & 
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et ſubalbidæ, paulatim inſuper ſuccum 1 
6 quendam luteum, colore A 1 non - 


— ne evontunt. 0 )- n cls bam © 
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aſcertain, at vrhat time a patient ces 
to be infectious. As long as a.vd 


tains the poiſon in a concentrated form. 1 


e by the numerous excreti- 
This conjecture has been con- 
| = by the uniform experience of 


may have variolous mat- 
ter adhering to them, unleſs: 880 be 
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7 TY N55 inquiry n to nnn he 
final -pox, it is a point of conſequence 
to determine, I lung the variolbus poi- 
fen remains on the patients bedy. I have 
collected ſome authentic facts on this 
ſubject, chiefly from the negiſter of the 
ſ{mall=pox ſociety. Out of 90 fingle pa- 
tients,” the ſhorteſt: continuance of the 
poiſon was to the 10th; and the longeſt. 
to the 4oth day, flom the commence- 
ment of the variolous eruption, till the 
laſt ſcab dropt off, and, of theſe, nl 5 
5 76 were later n che 62018; Ws ö 


| Fs A 5 3 Side! n are 
liable to the ſm all- pox, one catching 
the diſtemper from the other; out of 
31 caſes, the ſhorteſt duration of the 
poiſon was till the 18th, and the longeſt 
till the 53d day after the eruptions ap- 
peared on the firſt: and, of theſe, < only! 
two were Jarer than the 43d day. 
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uh a g with ere rue patients were 
by: have the {mall-pox ; out of 7 caſes, 
the ſhorteſt was the n and 2 N 
oy the 8 _—_ i PER 11 EE 
THESE fa NS e PAs mn n Pe” 
of time; a family, in the natural ſmall- 


pox, continues infectious ; when, by 


their unreſerved intercourſe,” they catch 
the diſtemper, as ſoon as it becomes 
infectious. Indeed, I ſuſpect that there 
ought to be a conſiderable abatement 

of this period, in ſeveral inſtances. 
When the da ſcab is torn! off 
| ſooner than it would naturally drop, 
another ſcab ſucceeds, which probably 
contains no variolous poiſon but I 
believe the time above noted is wa nn 
| _ 15 1 e 3 ne ee a 
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> Paw cha vers; pus anc ſeab of ho 
| me of the ſmall-pox are infectious, 
is univerſally allowed. That the breath 
e „„ and 


% 
= Ivan. Wo | 
and inſenſible perſpiration of a patient . 
are infectious, nobody diſputes. Are 
the breath and perſpiration grated 
with the poiſon, from the puſtules 
which ariſe in the mouth and on the 
ſurface of the ſkin ? Neither the breath 
nor the; perſpiration ſeem to be infec- 
175 tious till the puſtules ap Dear, a8 Was be- 
fore rendered probable, (fee p. 49--52.) 
What other fluids that- Are contained 0 
in, or Alcan from, the body, may 
be deemed poiſonous, is a queſtion that 
] believe . never been conſidered, 
much leſs determined, tho e of 
determination; at preſent, the obſer 
vations that have been made, are too 
few and too vagne to form a pane 
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dee, en e 2 the, 
cially in the ſalivation produced by the 
confluent ſmall- Pon. It may however 
be + doubted, how far this infeftions - 
J e 18 occaſioned by the variolous 
1 . poiſon 


ants in the mother's 
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tient to the e ee ag und 5 


-uption, when maturation begins due 
muſt be taken to prevent any com- 
munication with thoſe who' eli bed 
i Theſe ciroumſtances happ 
fortunately for the p The late 
practice of incoatatiowtaid ines chit 
expoſure to freſn air during the erup- 
tive fever is of important feryice; In 
the diſeaſe from inoculation, and the 
milder kind of natural ſmall-pox, 2 a8 
ſoon as the eruption is completed} all 
apprenenſion of danger to the patient 
5 © gene Al. y ceaſes. 25 B ut ſhould: the num- 
her or kind of puſtules, or the remain- 
ing ſymptoms require any farther ex- 
poſure to the freſh air, it ought toche 
done in ſome unfrequented place, or, 


when that is impracticable, by opening 1 


the door and windows of the patient's 
chamber. At leaſt;ort is certain, when 
the ad fever is 1 thak In air 
A 122. es fect 


fect. e all . mil ing at 
that period of the diſeaſe. Yet, at this 
time, while patients remain in a moſt 
infections Nate, they at preſerit: Rave 
- moſt; fingeſerved intercourſe! with _ 


= fellon-croatures, tho?” is Be Foot 

os Heli 30n vided 
"IL Trar * perſons liable to the 

4 e are ãnfected by breathing 5 
che air, very near the. varibleus poi- 
poet in a recent ſtate” is a medical op- 
tion ſo well eſtabliſhed. as to voquire no 


proof. Let us refle& how widely»ahd 


en liable tothe eee Pum1n- 


fatally this poiſon is diſperſed among 


alle ranks of people, - It may be con- 
-yeyed inte zany hauf, unobſerved; from . 
a great variety af families, adhering to 
Clothes; foods: furniture, 6660 as; (inns t 
omen a5Gm9s7!15 zi waantmmos - 
e Fr ;Ainen. 1-2. Cotton. nz · | 
Woollen, particularly flannel. 4. Silk. 
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to expoſe themſelves to infection 

their clothes. Theſe conffde Hd 
point out numerous and indubitable 
means of Propagating. the dicken per. 7 
"Indeed. the cauſes of this kind are o 
various, that one would ex pect the « di . 
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eaſe to tr. cad much mote rapidly than 


FEEL 


it does in fact: an event not be ac 
counted for, but by. ſuppoling, "what is 
confirmed by other circumſtances, that 

the atmoſphere quickly - diſſolves the 


contagion, and renders 1 0 


: dilution, as hereafter explained. | 
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TT” Tr 5 "the" . poiſon, 
© which has been cloſe ſhut up, ever fince 


it was recent, long retains an infectious 
quality, 


3 N n K v. 63 
L ty, is 


without loſing its infect: 


| quality. In China, the inoculators take 5 
the ſkins of ſome of the dried puſtules, | 


_ which are fallen from the body, and 
put them 1 5o0rcelain 
ping the mouth of it very cloſe with 


wax, by which method of preſervation, 
the contagion is ſaid to be retained for 
ſome years. Indeed theſe ſcabs ſeem - 
particularly well adapted to retain the 


variolous poiſon. Their moiſture has 
been gently evaporated by the heat of 


not be likely to undergo any change by 
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| and given to ſome of the natives to 
i L be waſhed: upon handling the linen, | 
= © they were ſeized with the ſmall-pox 
| which ſpread into the count 

45 many miles, 3 made f uc h a deſo> 
1 lation that it * depopula- 
WW C 
* . +: FrRoxt: @ Variety of ' conſiderations, T 
Wo am inclined: to believe that the moſt 
utſual method of transfering the — 
i pPox to a dliſtant place, is, by ſending tb 
meations and acquaintance, clothes, &c. 
1 bedaubed with the variolous poiſon, ei- 
| l 5 ther Mut up in boxes; or, What has a 
Wl: ſimilar effect, folded up in clothes, pa- 
UW per, &c. ſo as to exclude all acceſs of | 
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e ee e eg | bed d 
by this diſtemper, nearly about; the 
ſame time. iT his event,, I. helieve, often 
happens, from a communication of 
dirty cloth „ Kc. and ſometimes poſſi- 
1 en a; e WB A i 
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bs. WII 
where there is, Or has been, a ſmall» 5 
pox patient, or on a table, chair, &c. 
where the foul handkerchiefs, cloths, 
&c. are thrown, or may be heſmeared 
with variolous matter, by the unwaſhed | 
hands of a ſervant, a correſpondent or 
a patient; that the letter is folded up 
carefully, ſo as to exolude the air; that, 
when opened, it is held near the mouth 
and noſe to be read; and afterwards a 
bild puts it into the mouth; will nat 
be ſurpriſed that ĩt may ſometimes com- 
municate the infection. Hujus rei ſat 
probabile exemplum reperire mihi vi- 
* ſus ſum, quum nullæ omnino, ante 
c ne PDEs; hic loci Aptarentur va- 
„ riolæ. 
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5 Hole. Puella literas aliunde a fratre 
80 ſuo, qui morbo iſto ibi tune epide- 
55 mio laborabat, acceptas geſtarat e- 
cum, per aliquot dies: et en! nil me- 
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ho propagation of the ſmall-pox are 


true, no medical man will doubt; name- 


Iy, the near approach to a patient, or 


8 variolous ſerum, pus, or ſcab, By 
ny mee V _ infection." 5 


7 lien by 


5 theſe" e are 


account for the diſtemper, in all caſes, 


will not appear improbable, to any one 
who duly conſiders the innumerable 


methods by which this guns is _ 


Perſed among mankind. 
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55 Howzvxx, two objections will very 8 1 
generally be made to this concluſion, = 
which ſhall: be 0e ly conſidered 


0 ropoſitions. 902 5 . 
75.0 ſed to the- 
variolous miaſms, never, or very o rarely 
. ; © become infettrous. 0 7 5 f She £4 M 25 e 5 5 | ” 
Tnar var! riolous miaſms may be re- 
da in clothes, furniture, chambers, 
: food, 8&e. ſo as to communicate an in- | 
fectious quality to the neighbouring air, 1 
is the generally prevailing opinion, nor 1 
do I know that it has ever been diſput- 
%. But if we examine this Peiner 
| With enen, 1 truſt it will appear, | 
| that it 3 s ancopinion, nearly, e | 
entirely Ps rk: This concluſion 
1 be deduced from the ſimpleſt and 
beſt eſtabliſhed principles ef chemiſtry. 
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Poiſon. is united to air by Solution | 
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Let us next c inquire e * can be dees 
mined; by actual obſervation, whether 
variolous miaſms adhering to clothes, 
ccc. ſpread the ſmall-pox. x It has often 
been obſerved that 5 infection was caught 
from a perſon; w ho had viſited a pa- 
tient in the Ate So many in- 
ſtances” of this kind are mentioned, 
and on ſuch good authority, TON the 
fact cannot fairly be | diſputed. * Tt 
common explanation of this mode 
ſpreading the ſmall-pox is to ſuppoſe 
that the variolous miaſms adhering to 
clothes convey the infection. But, if 
this were the cauſe, the infection muſt 
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drove, that the whole air con! 
in the chamber of a patient is ſeidom 
or never faturated, with the variolous 
poiſon, much leſs ſuperſaturated. Con- 
ſequently, when the infectious miaſms, 
diſſolved in a certain portion of air, are 
diluted with freſh air, the ſtr 
the poiſon is inverſely as the quantity 
of air. The infectious air that iſſues 
out of a chamber, which contains a 
ſmall-pox patient, 
dows, and crevices, is a ſmall quanti 
compared with what is contained in the 
chamber, and leaſt. ſaturated with 
poiſon. But ſuppoſe the infected air 
contained in a whole chamber were to be 
mixt with the external air, dilutiůon 
would probably render it harmleſs. 
The poiſon would be diluted with ſe- 
veral hundred times more air, at the 
diſtance of a few yards, than in the 
patient's room. poſe a chamber to 
be 10 feet in each dimenſion, it would 
contain 1000 cubical feet of air. A body 
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| preſent ſubject. Fi ixed air breathes] into 
the lungs is one of the moſt inftanta-' 


neous and deadly poiſons known: yet 


fixed air, diluted with a ſmall propor- 


tion of atmoſpherical air, becomes not 
Theſe conſiderations ſeem to ſhew the 


fectious, even to a ſmall diſtance from 


_ ſick chamber. In the fame houſe, 


doors and paſſages may give a particu- 
lar direction to the poiſon, ſo as to 
convey its influence to a greater diſ- 


tance. I know but one caule that can 


be likely to diſperſe! the infection Far- 
mber than 


wind. But, to have this effect, the 
wind ſhould blow directly through 
the chamber, an uncommon circum- 
ſtance; and, even in that caſe, the 


miaſms would, by::agitation; be ſoon 
mixed with a e proportioi of 
5 e air. SIT dan !igerenal;r +Fhen | 


e 
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me wind blows from an infectious 
houſe, there is at moſt a door e or a win- 
dow open, and conſequentiy not more 
than perhaps a tenth of the inf | 
air contained in the ſick chamber, may 
be mixed with the ſurrounding” atmoſ- 
phere in an hour, during which time, 
a Part of the poiſon 1 be enn 
to a e diſtanee:" CO COTA SEAN ER IO 
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To diminiſh hn: doch of this argu- 
ment, it may be ſuggeſted, that the va- 
riolous infection is 4 ferment, which, 
by an admixture of a few of its parti- 
cles with the blood, occaſions the ge- 
neration of a large quantity of poiſon. 
It connot be denied, that, by inocula- 
tion, a very ſmall portion of matter, 
and, we may even allow, that by na- 
tural infection; perhaps a much ſmaller 
quantity of miaſms, diſſolved in the 
air of a ſmall-pox chamber, can pro- 
duce, in ſome ſubjects, ſo mueh vaxio- 

lous poiſon as would communicate the 
| "3 2 diſtemper 
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infectious air is again diluted, ſeveral 


hundred times, with freſh. air, we can- 


not ſuppoſe: it to retain any miſchievous. 
energy. A fact reſpecting another kind 


of ferment, ſets this Point in a true 
light. A pint of yeſt is ſufficient to 


excite a fermentation in a barrel of ale, 
but 1ooth, much leſs xoooth part of 
this eee of yr ig Not moms 


Pune SE neg SEEN con mene ſhew, 
to ſome degree of probability, that the 
infectious atmoſphere has ſome limit, 
and not far remote from the variolous 
poiſon; but cannot determine, with 
any exactneſs, to what diſtance the in- 


they ſuggeſted the obſervation of the 
following facts, which approach nearer 
to an enn of this . 
d mn 35 5 
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Tur intelligent reader will remark 
that each fact here ſtated is a ſeparate 
proof of the doctrine above advanced. 
The ſmallpox was epidemical in Cheſter 
from May, 1777, till January 1778, that 
is, for ꝙ months, Particularly for the laſt 
63 during which time I attentively mark - 
ed its progreſs. 1. At the beginning 
two or three families were ſeized, not 
immediate neighbours, but in the ſame 
quarter of the town. 2. Then the 
children of a neighbourhood, compre- 
hending an entry, had the diſtem per, 
but it did not ſpread from them as a 
centre. 3. Inno part of the town it 
has ſpread uniformly from a centre, far- 
ther than-thro' an entry or a narrow 
lane, where all the children of a neigh- 
bourhood play together. 4. Afterwards 
the poor children in ſeveral parts af 
the town were attacked, at a confider- 
able diſtance, in fome places half a 
mile, off each other. 5. Yet, many 
„„ portions 
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portions of all the large ſtreets were 
not infected in November, but ſo late 


as, December and January,” che diſtem- 


per returned to attack many who had 
eſcaped, when it was in their neigh- 
bourhood ſome months before. 6. In 
Handbridge, a part of Cheſter, only 
feparatel from the reſt of the town by 
the river Dee, not more than about 7 


had been infected during the opidemie, 
tho' great numbers of children, in this 
quarter, are liable to the diſtemper. 7. 


In the middle of the city, in one ſtreet, 
(King's), of 24 who never had paſſed 


thro' the diſtemper, only #00, both in 


the ſame houle, were attacked. 8. Dur- 


ing the ſummer and autumn of 177. 


while this epid-mic was general in 


Cheſter, many of the ſurrounding vil- 
lages (as, Chriſtleton, Barrow, Tarvin, 
&c.) and ſome larger towns (as, Nant- 
wich, Neſton, &c.) were viſited by the 
ſmall-pox in one or more families, yet 


the diſtemper did not ſpread generally 
thro' 
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thro any” of theſe towns. ' As both the 
ſtate of the air, and the variolous Poi- 
ſon were the ſame in theſe places as in 
Cheſter, why did it not equally inſect 
their air as well as our's? 9 At Frodſ—- 

ham the ſmall- pox began f in May, and 
gradually became more frequent, ſo as 
to be remaikably epidemical in one part 
for ſeveral months, yet nearly one half 
of the town, Nov. 18th, 17%, ſtill 
remained quite uninfected. On the 
contrary,” at Upton, a ſmall villa ge two 
miles from Cheſter, of 24 children who 
had never been attacked by the diſtem- 
per, all except one (who was alſo cer- 
tainly expoſed to the infection). had it 
in leſs than two months. The reaſon 
of its ſpeedy propagation I ſhall give 
in the words of Mr. Edwards, ſurgeon, 
a very intelligent inhabitant of © the 
e n diſtemper has not been 
© propagated by the air, or contiguity 
of houſes, but has increaſed i in pro- 
portion to hn communication. which 
EN | families 
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ſmall-pox, whoſe infection could not 
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families had with each other; no care 
was taken to prevent the ſpreading, 
but, on the contrary, there ſeemed 


„ 


< to be a general wiſh that all the c 


: i dren might have it. 10. It 15 uni- 
verſally allowed that a variolous in- 


feclion attacks the children of the poor 
people firſt, and by far the moſt gene- 


Tally. But the air 1s equally breathed 
both by rich and poor, and, if infec- 
tious, would equaliy communicate the 
diſtemper to both, in proportion to their 


reſpective numbers. Many inſtances 


daily occur of a favourite child living 


in large towns, where the ſmall-pox 


xious care to avoid the diſtemper has 
eſcaped it, till arrived at maturity, and 


received the infection by inoculation, 


or by mixing with ſociety in a leſs cau- 


0 - 
4 


. 


tious manner. Of many gentlemen's 


children liable to the diſtemper in Cheſ- 
ter, not one was ſeized by the natural 


be 
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to what diſtance 4 
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lived 1 in the country, 'On 
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—_— 


n 
7 27 =D 
3 - 


wm L * 
——— yo 


— r 
v#- 44 wo 


— eb 


* 
HS 


ſince married to R erbach, 
Efq.), from whom I had'this informa- 
tion, and three of her brothers, went 
out” For the firſt time yy we 
rial, to vier the tows; Aſtend; 
5 b. 5 


bout a Jab old; intl 
puſtules were pretty 
face dome e appeared f and fu 
of matter „others were re” ſcabbed. TEK 
* Bad the child on her left 
paſſed on i the north fide,” 
577 the J wall, ſo t 
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ſeemed witty." The breadt 


: wank e 4 


1 4 yard and quarter, 
of a building on the 


x? 


Yards and n half high, and the city 
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1478 mer was 
nearly 


4 
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gs 


nearly ona level with the chi 
brothers were rather bean. 85 
tain that. ihe paſſed withi 


was not With 


3 Ws 2 


"lager 


near it. 1 The eee x the path, 1 
between hs: two, W ala « renders this. 


2 


derate rate, except one of * 3 
who expreſſed a curioſity to look at the 


ward in oppoſite di 


a tt 


ſmall-pox patient, e ne 


when Seen. 


< nearer the child e Pe) or any 


of the reſt. This brother was the only 
one of the party who was infected. 
He was ſeized With the eruptive fever. 8 


* 
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on the i ʒth of November, that is, on 
the roth day after the interview; yet 
all the other three were ſuſceptible of 
the diſtemper, being infected by him. 
They were attacked on the iſt, 2d and 3d 
of December; that is, on the 24th, 2 th 
and 26th day after meeting the child; 
a longer p 1 


eriod than has ever been ſup- 
poſed to ptecede the fever. Another bro- 
ther was ſeized Nov. 29th,” and another 
ſiſter, 'Dee. 21 who had not been on 
the walls. Tho' the three who met the 
nt, paſſed ſo near it yet 


and to a much greater degree, ſrveral = 
thouſands to one, (ſee 5 iv.) that all 
were not expoſed to the infectien. Few 
medical conclufions can be drawn enen | 


ſuch. a ay of nee 
0 olle& ah _ 


As my eme cannot r 


direction of the wind at this time, but 
believes that there was little or none, 
it TRY be Ihiagined 4 that the variolous 


miaſms 
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miaſms of the patient indi be blowr 
from the young party as they paſſed. 
But as they went on the ſouth ſide of 
the patient, and as, on this ſide, the 
wall was 24 yards high, it will clearly 
be conceived impoſſible, if the wind 
was ſoutherly ; if the wind blew! from 
the ſouth or the eaſt, it muſt carry 
the miaſms romards them before, or af - 
ter paſſing; if it was northerly, they 
would receive the miaſms as they paſſed 
the 2 patient: if calm, they muſt breathe 
the air impregnated with miaſms for a 
conſiderable way after paſſing the pati- 
ent, in walking between two ſuch walls. 
To ſome it may appear of importance, 
that the ſmall-pox was particularly epi- 
demical at this time in Cheſter, and 
chiefly in this part of the town; the 
greateſt mortality from this diſtemper 
being in October, November and De- 


cember. Beſides, all the party 1 


juſt removed from the freſh air of pot 


m partic alasly-Cufveptible of -infec-- / 
The p patient ſeems to have been 
in —ͤ moſt infectious ſtage of the diſ- 
temper, as appears from the above de- 
ſcription; As all the four were nearly, 
of the ſame age and had all their ſenſes 
perfect, it appears that the tbr WO 
eſcaped infection did. 1 ot, 7 bare 441 5 
who was attacked did inſpire a ſufficient 
quantity of variolous miaſms to Pro- | 
duce the diſtemper, either by approach- 
ing nearer to the patient than the reſt, 
or by remaining longer in the poiſon- 
obs atmoſphere. .; In this caſe; the limit 
where infection n commenced and ceaſed 
ſeems very nearly determined. - How - 
ever, Jam very far from thinking that 
any general concluſion can be deduced 
from this ſingle fact. It appears rea- 
ſonable to ſuppoſe, that the infection 
would have been communicated at. a -- 
greater diſtance, in the following. Bir, 
cumſtances; namely, if the puſtules had 
been more nur nerous, and of a more 
ao = at pong 
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malignant Kind; ir ie pat ient Had 

been an adult; if; ti keene Ts 
nufſe ah d child had bel betab bell Y 
AD e A both parties Hal 


remained in the fame Place, and 


wind had blown moderately from. the 


patient towards the Perſons lable to 
infection; and, perhaps, It” the Wea⸗ 
ther had been hotter ac woiſter. 83 
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"22. As the fact abov 1 1 affords 
A i 800d foundation to lg at how ſmall 


I diſtance, in the open air, a ſmall-pox 
patient exerts a 'peſtilential influence, 


ſo the following, which" I know to be 


exactly true, ſeems to prove” this im- 
portant 7 Joint, that 7he wariolous poijen, in 


„5 * 


While I was anxiouſly meditating 
on ſome practicable method of inocu- 
lating the poor citizens of Cheſter; I 
received intelligence that the natural 
diſtemper had Juſt appeared | ina family 


in Handbridge, 15 quarter of che town, 
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where 1 knew, that a great number of | 
children were liable to infection. 8 


went to the mother, Elizabeth Br J 


WhO Was very poor, explained to her 


the Rules of Prevention, (ſee the annex- 


ed ProceepiINGs, No. v.) which 1 win 
ed to be obſerved, in order to prevent 
any of her neighbours from catch- 
ing the diſtemper. They were left 
with her in writing; to conciliate her : 

good opinion, I gave her a ſhilling, and 

promiſed ten more, if ſhe punctually 


followed their direction. | Tho © two 


of her children were attacked by the 
: ſmall-pox, and one of them died; 

ol except a boy who had been in 
* the ſick chamber before the directions 
were given, not a ſingle child caught 


the diſeaſe, altho'. two were: liable to 
it even at the next door, and not 


x 
* 1 
8 


fewer than 26 in the near neighbour- 
< hood.” (See the annexed Procezp- 


INGS,. N 0. Vi. )------Mr, Owens, An- 
ſpector to the Society, can witneſs that 
theſe facts are TOY: ſtated. 

Tux 
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Tas girl wh! died, was kor a bort⸗ 
night, during the day, in the room 
to which the outer door immediately 
opens. The path runs as cloſe as poſ- 
' fible by the door, here the children 
conſtantly paſſed and often played. The 
door was frequently open, and forne- 
times, tho' rarely, a window without 
glaſs, on the fide of the room oppoſite 
to the door. The atmoſphere at this 
time was not incapable of impregna- 
tion with the variolous poiſon and com- 
municating the infection, becauſe the 
girl's brother and a neighbour's child, 
the only two that had been in the fick 
chamber, caught it. Yet we may con- 
clude, that of the 26 children and per- 
haps many more, who paſſed for a 
fortnight cloſe by the outer door, not 
three were expoſed to the infection is 
probable to the degree of ſeveral thou- 
ſands to one (ſee & iv.) Few ſituations 
could be deviſed more capable of ſpread- 


P 
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ing the infection. Two circumſtances 
only ſeemed wanting to produce this 
effect in the greateſt poſſible degree, that 
is, the patients were children, who do 
not generate ſo much infectious matter 
as adults, and the ſeaſon \ was cold. But 
even theſe circumſtances would be more 
than counterbalanced by temoving. the 
patients, or the perſons liable to infec- 
tion, to a little more diſtance from the 
outer door, by which means the vario- 
lous impregnation would be ſo much 
diluted as to render it harmleſs. Hence 
we may fairly conclude, that this 1 in- 
fection can very ſeldom, if ever, be pro- 
pagated from the inſide. of a houſe, 
eſpecially an inner chamber, to a perſon 
in the external air. 5 


5 7 here kaithfully "related, 
particularly the two laſt, ſo fully con- 
firmed the train of argument which 
had- ſuggeſted. theſe obſervations, as 


clearly to convince me that the vario- 
b lous 


4 
} 
%, 


INQUIRY. top 


Teus poiſon did not "render the furreund. 
ing air infectious 70 fuch a difkance, as to 
fruſtrate 1 5 human. 1 to . jp its 


progrofe. 


b& 5 As a | farther illuſtration & ts 
important point, T will relate the fol- 
lowing fact, of which Mr. Skerratt, 
ſurgeon, of Malpas, was witneſs as 
well as myſelf. A ſon of Mr. Lea near 
Emeral, in F lintſhire, was attacked by 
the ſmall-pox, on January iſt, 1780, | 
had the diſtemper very moderately, about 
20 or 30 on the face, and in pro- 
portion on the reſt of his body, and 
was removed out of the houſe on the 
13th day of the diſeaſe for fear of in- 
fecting others in the family. The 2d 
was ſeized on the 19th, the 3d and 4th 
on the 23d of January. But the 5th; the 
mother, who was much afraid of infec- 
tion, and probably more cautious than 
the reſt, did not perceive the yariolous 
fever till the 11th of February, that is, 
TI till 
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til the 403 Fs e hs Iſt TY and 
the zoth after his removal. All the family | 

endeavoured to avoid any intimate in- 
| tercourſe with the firſt patient, yet. they 
all, particularly the mother, went every 
day into his chamber, which was a 
ſmall one. However, it is manifeſt, 
that ſhe was nor infected 'by approaching 
very near him, in a Jmall chamber, even 
re. maturation. IX” 


In the inveſtigation of this fabject, 
it is not only curious, but important. to 
inquire, in what part, of a room there 
is the greateſt danger of infection. A 
ſtriking fact, concerning another in- 
fectious diſtemper, which we have. re- 
ceived on the beſt authority, may 1% 
luſtrate, if not determine, this point. 
Sir John Pringle informs us, that, 
at the ſeſſions of the Old Baily, 3 in 17 50, 
the Jail fever was, SONAR e ä 


"© TED on a the ala of the army, 5. 3 Hite. ; | 
the 


INQUIXY: 409 


; ths. priſoners, to one part only of the 

court and jury, by a window at. the 
other end of the room. The air from 
© the window directed the putrid ſteams 
* to that part of the court above men- 
c tioned.” * May we not hence conclude, 
- that there is the greateſt danger, where 

the infectious poiſon is placed between 


the perſon liable to infection and the 
e air? 


Cafe, the | fnall-pox may 35 FR 
ed, by keeping perſons, liable to the dife 
. temper, from approaching within the in- 


Felis ous diſtance of. the Pane: Valle 
_ till it can be MPS: 5, 


Is * ge 8 . 
ks infection (5 i.) and by infection only, 
($1 ii.), if it be only caught by approach- 
ing very near to the yariolous poiſon 
6 . .), in a recent ſtate or that has 

been 


ben cloſe ſhut up Nr ng the air lever | 
ſince it was recent G vi.), and the va- 
riolous miaſms do not render clothes, 
&c. infectious ( vii.); it follows, that 
the fmall-pox may be prevented, by 


keeping perſons, Hable to the diſtem- 


per, from approaching within the! in- 
fettious diſtance of the variolous EET. 


fon, till it can be deſtroyed, | 
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Tur variolous poiſon, if expoſed to 
the air for a ſufficient time, is probably 
deprived of its infectious quality, being 
diſfolved in the atmoſphere. T have 
known ſeveral inſtances. (fee p. '32---99) 
where the ſmall-pox was communicated | 


in the open air by two perſons meet- 
ing and walking in oppoſite directions. 


T keſe facts prove that an infectious 
quality is quickly given to the air, and 
conſequently that it may ſoon be ex- 
hauſted. When the variolous poiſon 
ceaſes to diſſolve in the air, it ceaſes to 


0 wh the natural ſmall-pox. How 


Ver, 


ever, it is not K if; a bee 
tity of variolous pus were collected to- 
gether, that a part of the poiſon might 
be ſhut up by dryneſs on its ſurface, 
and become again infectious, on being 
moiſtened, . conſiderable diſtance of 
time. The moſt certain method of pu- 
rification is by waſhing. | Water, is well 
known to be the univerſal cleanſer of 
clothes, &c. from animal filth.” Our 
ſenſes can diſtinguiſh when a very ſmall 
quantity of variolous matter adheres to 
clothes, &c. and if a few poiſonous 
particles ſhould remain, after waſhing, 
the air would probably ſoon ee 
them. | 3 „„ 
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Tux e 1 Which, 5 
been attributed to a peculiar conſtitu- 
tion of the atmoſphere, by the ſegaci- 
ous Sydenham, and by moſt other phyſi- 
cians who have ſince written on this ſub- 
ject, may be ſuppoſed incompatible \ with 


this concluſion, but 1, think it can be 
7% explained 


1 explained i in a ſatisfactory e on 


= the principles of this inquir 5 FF 
=: Bor as particular facts convey. r more 
= certain conviction. than general obſer- 


= vations, 1 requeſt the reader to conſider 
= the following table. T he iſt and ad 
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| e Yin 1781 the ſmall-poxwas 
brought from Dublin to Parkgate, 
where it was not bee ade 
nd family. in the fame: January; it 
was brought from Liepe 
where it continued to ſpread for::ſeve- 
ral months. Yet Parkgate and. Neſton 
are two towns; or rather two parts of 
the ſame town, not a ſingle: e 
aden ihre I relate this fact on 
ority; Mr. Wolſtenholme' ” 
furgeon, of 8 | 319 _ 500 
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nerally epidemical at N periods 
in each, n t t aimes which hold no 
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entirely free from the diſtemper, others 
have a fe only! infected, others ſuffer 
a general ſeizure. The obſervation 18 
7 Ser ally true in regard to t this part of 
Britain; 3 but it Will be thought 
ſallibierit.: to 'have: produced à particular 
inſtance. bea o Pen ibn i 
rofoM bas ee e einem Is: 
Wnon vr n the numerous 
facts here faithfully related, will per- 
haps be convinced; that the diſtemper 
becomes epider ical, neither; thro an) 
peculiar ſtate of the air; nor of tlie 
human conſtitution. No ſuch differ- 
ence can reaſonably be ſuppoſed to exiſt 
in- large towns within ac miles of each 
other; much leſs in neighbouring vil 
agen und ſeaſt of: all in different ꝓatts 
ref ſame town or willage, If what 
— be true the ſceming 
myſtery ray be cnplamed ina few 
words. Fi ſmatl-porxucontinuts fprivading 
Ar long as, Ferſons Hablæ to Ih infection ap- 
-- qa in the: at ar infecti. 
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5 TIN 
town or village, no ons will diſp ute it 
1 is poſſible, that no perſon liable 'to the 
q Semper may come within the infec- 
. diſtance of the poiſon,” before it 
be "deſtroyed by w V king or other m e. 
= thods of cleanlineſs. „If this be done 
by accident or deſign, 1 maintain that 
OO the diſtemper will read "ng farther, 
2 oo the contra ary, no one acquainted 
= with the preſent habits of careleſsneſs 
4 in regard to this poiſon, and how ge- 
q | nerally it is diſperſed | in clothes; furni- 
4 ture, and food, will doubt that ſome 
. While fr 7 Þ may come within 
1 the infectious diſtance of ſome per ſons 
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quence, "that. theſe Will be attacked. 
The more patients a are infected the more 
poiſon will, be generated, and, if many 
in the place are ſuſceptible” of infection, 
j the more quickly and generally it will 
= ſpread... May not this view, of the 
1 matter entirely explain the difference 
= between the Sporadic and epidemic ſmalt- _ | 
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9410 1 Me h , lied corifloted. We 
© he ſemail-pox may be hemp merely 
A8 4 medical quef ſt If the conclu- 
ſion I have ee to deduce, be true, 
we may next inquire, whether and in 


what manner it might be capable of a 


practicable application, either by civil 


regulations, or by a private ſociety, 
founded on principles of charity, and 
benevolence to mankind. What ade- 
quate method can be deviſed to coun- 
teract and correct the prejudices and 
habits that have long and generally 
pervaded ſociety ? The Precept, de- 
0 Rroy tbe wariolous poiſon,” 1 ſhort and 
full. But as a popular regulation the 
lirections ought to be more explicit: 
Do the following ls al: ne- 
eellary enen we 1 
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II. TE utmoſt attent 0 
Iineſs is abſolutely neceſſary: during and 


zer the diſtemper, no perſon, clothes, 
9 food, 
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ous 1 5 de So Paten ſnoule 
go out of the houſe till they be waſh- 
ed ;/ and till they have been ſufficiently 
expoſed to the freſh: ait. No: foul 1 
nen, or any ching elſe that can retait 
the poiſon, ſhould be folded up and put 
ö into drawers, boxes, or be otherwiſe 
mut up from the air, but immedi- 
ately thrown into water and kept chert 
e Nossktende ants ſhould touch 
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tent dies of the Amallipos;/ particular 
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all-other-things: tonched by the patient 
3 } | du rin — the Aerea, Kal * flo Dor; of 
1 the ſick chamber, ir, face, 
2d naods, Pr ans fn raſhed., 
After every thing has been made per- 
fektly clean, the doors, windows, draw- 
ers, boxes, and all.other' places that 
4 can retain; infectious air ſhould _ 
= open till it be cleared out of the houſe. 
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requires little trouble and no expence, 
yet every reſtriction is attended with. 
ſome inconvenience, eſpecially to the 
poor; as a recompence and motive of 
obedience; ſome reward ſhould be given 
and probably their attention may be 
beſt ſecured by annexing to the rules a 
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them the gratis rules or the promiſſory 
| notes; to viſit them frequently ; and to 
| keep an exact Reenres, on a Plan 
1 that may include ever: der] 2t 


2 mation, that can be requited to inveſti- 
1 Sate the progreſs o the diſtemper tl thro” 
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8 Hannah Price, Ge e- ſtacks. = 
: ka Anne Conolly, Bars. 7 „440 2d) 2. 
11 Catherine Jones, A 
15 Mary Morris, Foreſt- ſtreet. 
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ter; tho one or mo en, liable 
eee fimall-pox, 


2 er and tho many w were cap able of 
Auel in the near neighbourhioc 
ten inſtances (1, 3, 5, 8, 10, 14 TB, 
16, 18, 19) who, with many Porvy 
would, I am convinced, have caught 
the diſtemper, if not prevented by the 
regulations of the ſociety. ---I alſo cer- 
tify; that, ſince the ſociety has been 
N only even perſons-(includ- 
ing the two aboye mentioned) have 
communicated the di gern to another 
family; 1 Whom 0 that -feve 
tran arelled: the rules, 8 believe that 
the other to alſo tranſgreſſed them: 
That the perſon-who..did. the moſt miſ⸗ 
chief, did it e e com- 
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5 685 Tur Inspector had no Eg 
l the gth family till che 14th. day, 
ET 8 Previous to this time, _ 
if not all, the children who caught the 
infection in this . neighbourhood, had 


of the rules were obſerved, and ſome, 


been in the infectious houſe. The dates 


4 


* "4 FT SE, 


i of ther regiſter prove that the gth family 


_—_— 
FEY 


Kerr | Com- 


| } 
FN QUIRY. mW 


communicated the ſmall-pox before (yet 
only alittle time before) being ac- 
quainted with the rules, to four fami- 
lies (roth, 21th, "12th, 13th,) but to 
none afterwards. This example ſhews. 
the great probability that the diſtemper | 
would have ſpread quickly, if it had 
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GY. A child of 9. 1 Wh family, a | 
the ſmall-pox upon him, was playing 
in a ſtreet window: he gave a T totum 
thro' the ſaſh to a boy (in the 15th 
family) unknown te the Parents of 
either. 3 


= 10 Two cloths that had been made 

| foul by two children who died of the 
imall-pox 1 in the 12th family, were ſent, - 
in that ſtate, to the 17th family, in or- 
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2 gp is oabthal. 1 6 5 Ah . 
I 4th family caught the diſtemper. None 
nearer than the tenth houſe had the 
ſmall-pox,; and in the intermediate 
ſpace three children liable to it remal 2 
ed uninfected. 


7. Tu 14th was next houſe to the 
16th. The neareſt neighbour is moſt 
liable to tranſgreſs all the Rules. To 
be merely in the next houſe is not ſuf - 
ficient to communicate the diſtemper, 
as appears by len ſeparate proofs ſpect- 
fied in the certificate and regiſter, 
Whoever reflects on the whole train of 
evidence, will eaſily believe that in this 


and the laſt caſe there was ſome un- 


Mn tran weben of hs rules. 

1 eee of the Inſpector "E 
teſtimony, 1 can add my own, in . 6 
of theſe caſes. 


ANOTHER 


IN a [RF a 


A HER ee e merits atten- 
tion. In 4 inſtances (4. 7. 17. 20.), 
it is noted in the regiſter, chat the 2d 
child caught the diſtemper from the 
firſt in the ſame family; this point is 
clearly proved by the dates when the 
puſtules appeared. The obſervation 
was farther confirmed by ſubſequent 
facts : of the 37 caſes compriſed in the 
table, p. 42, all except three appear to 
have been infected by the patient who 
was firſt attacked in the houſe. Theſe 
facts ſhew upon what a caſual circum- 
ſtance the infection depended. The 
almoſt conſtantly together, and very 
ſeldom in ſeparate apartments. Hence 
we may conclude that the whole air of 
the chamber in which they lived was 
not rendered infectious, at the time 
when the lt was infected. 
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„ INQUIRY. 
Tur ſummer was ö hot, 
and, for three WI my wet. 


0 give the facts Rated Fe the TH 
ouſter” and the certificate their due 
weight, it is proper to compare them 
with the following. During this ſeaſon 
the ſmall-pox was epidemical in ſeveral 
neighbouring villages. At Chriſtleton, 
a ſmall village, two miles diſtant from 

Cheſter, the diſtemper began in March, | 
and continued there till October. At 
the commencement of the epidemie, 

107 poor children had never been ex- 
poſed to the variolous infection; of 
theſe, 100 had the diſtemper, probably 
all who were ET; of enn the 


mall. pox. 


"Arras this ſhort explanation; may 
not the following concluſions be rea- 
fonably deduced from the facts con- 
tained in the regiſter and certificate ? 


12 That they afford no proof that a 
patient 15 
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Patient in the ſmall-pox renders the air 


of an adjoining houſe, or the external 
air infectious, even when aided by heat 
and moiſture, 2. That it does not ap- 


pear from theſe facts that the variolous 
_ rniaſms render clothes, furniture, &c. 
infectious. 3. That the Rules of pre- 
vention do not ſeem to have been in- 
ſufficient for their e in a ſingle 


inſtance. 3 


IT is highly probable that experience 


will diſcover ſome defects in the regu- 
lations : however it may be reaſonably 
hoped that ſuch defects will admit of 
a practicable correction. Theſe con- 
cluſions are deduced from well-authen- 


ticated facts; yet I am aware that they _ 


will only convince ſuch readers as diſ- 
cern the truth of the theoretical prin- 


ciples above advanced. But if theſe 
principles be true, our eſtabliſhment at 


Cheſter 1s likely to ſupply obſervations 


face en to perſuade the moſt ſceptical. 
1 | : 1 come | 
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fary reſtr iction? 


3. Dip you ever know three or more 
perſons at the ſame time and place, all 
eſcape the ſmall- pox, after being cer- 
tainly expoſed, for the firſt time, to 
the variolous infection, either by ino- 
culation with genuine freſh matter, or 
by breathing the air of a chamber in 


which a variolous nel.) was P 
ble: 


4: Dip you ever know the ſmall-pox 


conveyed out of one chamber into ano- 


ther, by a perſon who certainly did not 
carry 
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carry any variolous ſerum, pus or ſcab 


on their clothes, hands, feet, &c. 


known numerous inſtances of perſons 
# and clothes expoſed to the miaſms of 


5 


after approached many liable to the 
diſtemper, who were yet not infected 


eee 
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5. On the contrary, have you not 


of a ſmall-pox. chamber, that ſoon 
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J autumn, 1778, the preceding 
Inquiry was ſubmitted to the 
5 udicious friends, 


conſideration o 
Houſe. At that time, I did not know, 
che ſmall-pox had been excluded 
any civilized country in the 
world : and was not a little rejoiced 
to learn from Dr. Waterhouſe, that, 
what ured to be practica- 
en actually accompliſhed, 
for a long ſeries of years, in Rhode- 
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land. The annexed account was wri- 
ten in anſwer to ſome. queries 1 had 
Propoſed. It is ſo clear and ſatisfacto- 
F if as to LregPire] to Aae "A 
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PLAT Chaos ith "AO Cut 
Hav not forgot the promiſe 1 
made to Doctor Haygarth when we 
were laſt converſing upon the ſmall- 
pox,” of ſending, to him an account of 
the means uſed in my native iſland 
which for effectually ſecures us from 
the rage of that dreadful diſeaſe. -/ 
it is upwards of three years ſince I left 
America, it is poſſible I may have for- 
got ſome of the circumſtances, but I 
believe I retain the material. 
It will be neceſſary to ſay ſomething of 
the ſituation of Rhode-I land, 
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Bode ce a long. and 
7 broad; about 6 miles from Pics con- 
tinent on the weſt ſide; ſcarce half 
mile on the eaſt, and open to hy oo; on 
the ſouth. This iſland is the thorough- _ 
fare for all-travellers from GonndNitur, 
New-York; Jerſeys, Penſyl „ ane 
all the ſouthern pfovinegs. On the 
ſhore of the contin nt oppoſite the eaſt : 
ſide, ſtand the towns 7 
ren, Tiverton and ſome other 
of them containing leſs than a thou- 
ſand inhabitants, ſome of them three 
times the number. Over this! ferrx 
come almoſt all the market people. To 
theſe add the great number of people 
who come by the great road from 
Boſton and parts adjacent to Provi- 
dence; from which place _ are 
conſtantly carrying paſſengers 
capitol Newport. This town 3 
about eleven thouſand inhabitants; it 
is advantageouſly : ſituated and eſteemed 
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very healthy, inſomuch that it is re- 


ſorted to every ſummer by great num- 


bers on account of their health from 
the Weſt Indies n Ther pro- 
vinces. CC „„ 


i Yo $ 3 * * 3 þ : PE) tx 8 
„ 7 $ 1 N AH v 


et rb bout and 
Une stb ſore throat have been ſeveral 
times epidemic. But I do not recollect 
that any of theſe diſtempers were fre- 
quent among us, without ſeizing, near- 
ly at the ſame time, the inhabitants of 
the neighbouring aun nc 
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9. o NeweorT is a very conſiderable 
{a port; their ſhips-vifit almoſt all the 
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ports of Europe, the coaſt of Africa, 


the French, Spaniſh, Dutch and Por- 
tugueſe ſettlements in the Weſt-Indies. 
Ships from the ſe : parts do not ſo fre- 
quently bring the ne a8 from the 
ports nearer to us. 
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mats ho 1 dy wilt 6 to Ae 0 
go to ſome of the ſouthern provinces, 
e it is tolerated. Different places 
in Penſylvania, New-York, and the 
Ter ſeys, are annually” reſorted to, by 
great numbers of the New-England 
people. Long-Iſland was a favourite 
ſpot with many. I have known the 
young people of half a dozen families 
ſet out together for theſe inoculating 
places, and return to their homes to- 
gether, and yet we have ſo conducted 
matters as to prevent this dreadful dif- 
eaſe from ſpreading among us *; which 
is) Bose "BY: "OO, > * i 


&« Ne ever to bring back any of 
their clothes worn . their mee at 


2M See the 18er, p- 16, where this 63 is . 
ther authenticated. 


the 
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the inoculating place. Never to quit 
by the inoculators, be the diſeaſe ever 
ſores about them, when they arrive in 
the har bour, not to come on ſhore: till 5 
they are examined by the inſpector ap- 
__ jor that eſs _ OE 


1 2%. 


. 
Sx 354 4 


6 if I = 2 * 
7 4 S . * a - 4 $43 x 2 7 {Tp * 5 4 ap Tx. » 
ad 1 


971 an any gerſed in ch town is 
ſaſpected of having the ſmall-pox, they 
ſend for the inſpector. If he thinks it 
is probable the perſon is infected, he 
takes with him ſome of the overſcers of 
the ſmali=pox; and if they, in conjunc- 
tion with a practitioner, pronounce it 
the ſmall-pox, the family has little 
more to do with the patient, who 
1s, from that time to the concluſion 
of the diſeaſe, wholly under the di- 
rection of » theſe officers, who remove 
him to an ifland where every 
thing convenient is already provided. 
This "Hand is called Coafter's Harbur : 
I. 4 it 
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20.8 a * and a half | in length, and 
about à mile in breadth: It 18 pleaſant 
cid regs by the contiatihe Frets 

north and eaſt* winds,” 18 about Hal a 

mile from Rhode-Iffand hore; Wife 

ſhore is "detect two! and thice miles 
from tt the toun. 8 3 eee IOOE 
rte Foes LY, ch ck nne fick 

_ in a box, in form of 4 Large 

cheſt, big enough to contain à ſtnall 
bed. The cover Was perforated with 

Holes ſufficient to give the patient air. 
The box was put on an eaſy ſledge and 
drawn by a horſe, attended by the 

overſeers to the ſhore, when the box 

and ſledge together were put into a 
boat, and in a few minutes the patient 

was in his hoſpital: When the inha- 

bitants found that this formidable ap- 
paratus did more miſchief, eſpecially 
to timorous minds, than the diſeaſe it- 
ſelf, they dropt the uſe of the box, and 
ee ſedan chair. DIE 
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12 Gale, 'they boarded. up. he n 


advertized it in the News-paper, and 
placed guards to prevent any perſon 


from coming within a Krtain auge 
fx VVV 


0 33 a elle arrives in the har | 
bour, with the ſmall-pox on board, 
after the ſick are taken to Coaſter's 
Harbour, ſhe is obliged to Perform 
a quarantine, and to hoiſt a jack in her 
ſhrouds, in which caſe no boats will 
board her. But, in common, com- 
merce ſuffers no reſtrictions on account 


© 1 lads: Coe of theſe rules 
are unneceſſary and inconvenient, but 


the 
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— to 2 dhe e to mem a vic cher 
fulneſs. A ſtranger would be 


conclude - that they could not be fo 
ſcrupulouſly complied with, without 
_ exerting an authority diſagreeable to 
the people. ut it is not the caſe. 
For the united voice of the people co- 
inciding with the magiſtrate gives every 
regulation its wiſhed-for effect; ſo that 
it rather appears like a popular cuſtom | 
than the reſtraints of law. 


— 


1 T HE Overſee ers are pony perſons 


the duties of their office, and aus kw 
titled by law to ee for their 
trouble, 


ee Tf there is any thing elſe Dr. Hay- 
garth wiſhes to know, and I can in- 
form him of, he has only to direct a 
few lines to me, at Dr. Fothergill's, 
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united, have been conſiderably more than as 
x to 6, It is chiefly deſtruftive to the poor, 
who are hot only7deftitute of the aſſiſtance 


that medicines would afford, but of all the 
comforts, and many of the neceſſaries, that 


a ſick family demands. Already oppreſſed 
with the various evils of poverty, their mi- 
ſery is augmented to the higheſt degree of 


vretchedneſs by this loathſome malady, which, 
after many bitter ſufferings, bereaves hom whe 
: their children unſeen and uhlamented. 5 
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SEveRAL of the Neon rates, 2 dider: re- 
ſpectable inhabitants of this place, being 


thoroughly apprized of theſe circumſtances, 
are deſirous that a view of the melancholy 


ſcenes ſhould be more fully exhibited to- the 
public; in a well founded confidence, that 
the humanity and generoſity of the citizens uf 
Cheſter would be exerted to provide every 
poſible relief. They requeſt, therefore, that 
a public meeting of the inhabitants may be 


held at the Pentice, on Monday the 16 throf 


March, at eleven o'clock in the morning, for 
the purpoſe” of inquiring" ĩato the degree of 
this calamity, and of Cönßderzug whether 
g might not * ſaved by 
299 de 


— 


the eſtabli hme for 8 
ing general Bine r ab periods; and 
for preventing the natural ſmall-pox.:| And, to 
obviate any groundleſsapprehenſions that this 


propoſal might excite, they think it proper 


to declare, that this deſign will not be at- 
tempted, unleſs it ſhall appear (as they truſt 
-— evidently will) that it can be executed upon 
"0 plan which cannot give any reaſonable 
alarm on account of e im: tag! * 
had the Gs? e en ae e boy 
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5 As the 6 beltty of uch an laſtitotion will 

be in exact proportion to the degree of ap- 
probation with which it is received, it is cat- 
neſtly requeſted that all WhO are touched with 
pity for their fellow citizens in ſuch compli- 
cated' diſtreſs, will cummunicate their ſenti- 


ments fully and freely, either by enen 


| or r their dee at the: public iat 10. 
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Cheſter; held at the Pentice on the 16th of : 


, March, + 177 8, to inquire in what degree the 
natural ſmall-pox had been fatal to our fel- 
| a low 
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. of this calamity chiefly falls upo! 
poor, and greatly aggravates their complica- 


artentive conſideration, whether the intended 
Society wovld not probably relieve much Mie 
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of the Clergymen of each 1 Par id, that during 


dhe laſt ſix 2 pts whe ey died of this 
guring the! fame ne Was 2662 and. 
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ted wretchedneſs, it was reſolved, to lend the 


following PROPOSAL to our humane and bene- 


ficent fellow citizens, recommending to their 


1 h Wa en ed: Boten penn dit 

— IE alſo. ay Cary * 5 Aces public 
meeting ſhould be held at the Pentice on 
Monday, March 30, at eleven 0 elock i in the 


morning, to deliberate on the objections and 
improvements that may be made to the plan, 
and finally to determine whether it ſhall be 
carried into execution. At this meeting, all 
who are 
ment, are ere to declare their intention, 
and t ſpecify che fam. they will give either 


jrous- of promoting the eſtabliſn- 


as 
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as a benefaion or as an annual ſubſcription. 
The moderate comributions of many would 
fix the Society « on. the firmeft four d: tion. if | 


N LIL 


the defi gu merit appre ation, there Will de ne- 
ver be wanting, in this place, A ſufficient Wea 
to ſupply every neceſſary expence. On "ome 
occaſions ſecret acts of charity are deemed 
moſt laudable, but in order to ren the 
benevolent purpo 6 the 
names of the Ta 55 particularly de- 
ſired, as the V. will, be requeſted to exert their 
7 kind offices of. xecommending patients, 
and. _ explaining gte their. n or inatten: 
pmane intention of the 


tive neighbours, Eg h 
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be is - proper to A that Mt Ino- = 
culation is. not intended to take. place at the 3 
preſent ſeaſon, but at ſuch other; time as. will 4 
be moſt, OB to the. inhabitants! in ge: 8 
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IT has deen proved vy the 11 authentic 
evidence, that during the laft fix years the 
ſmall-pox has been fatal to 378 perſons in 
Cheſter, and, that during the ſame period, all 
the births have amounted to 2706. Inocu- 
lation, ſince its late improvements, according 
to the moſt unfavourable computation, is not 
fatal to ene in 100 conſequently, i if the whole 
number had been inoculated, only 27 would 
have died, and therefore 351 lives would have 
been ſaved by this art, that have periſhed by 
the natural fmall-pox, or above 58 annually, 
If we ſhould allow, in a general inoc ulation, 
even tuict as great à fatality' as above 
ſtated, on account of the leſs exact attention 
of the poor in obſerving directions, and other 
cauſes, yet ſtill it evidently appears, that not 
leſs than Ffty-four deaths would have been an- 
nually prevented; — an important number, 
eſpecially when we reflect that they are all 
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cut off i in early youth, very 7 of them, 
(only I. native and three emigrants in 6 years) 


having attained ten years of age. By no other 


means can human power or {kill lo. greatly 


diminiſh the. e mortality of e. x, 


To . 8 to 75 probability of fag a MEL 
ſure, being uſeful, it is important to hem the 
improbability « of its being hurtful to this city. 


Some perſons are incapable of infection b by 


the ſmall-pox.... The proportion of mankind . 


thus exempted has. been obſerved to amount 
to 1 in 20. By. a general ſuryey of Cheſter, 
taken after the epidemical ſmall-pox of 1774. 
it appeared, that all the inhabitants had actu- 
ally paſſed thro' the diſtemper, except 1 in 


14. (See the Philoſophical Tranſactions for 


1778). The average number of births is 


397, which, divided by 20, will nearly give 


20, the number naturally incapable of infec- 
tion; the births divided by 14 will nearly 
give. 28, -the number at preſent annually ex- 


s em pted, in Cheſter, . Hine it e follows 


4 
Ws T3 


„The argument contained 1 in * e was 
written 07 but not printed i in the original PROPOSAL. 


= see the iar, 5. 29. FL 
-F . that 
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chat all f liable to infection are actually ly infected, 
except, perhaps,” 8 annually * if Theſe were 
alſo attacked, * would make leſs than two 
more deaths annual) y by this qiſtemper. Con- 
ſequentiy, If 9 were inoculated annually, b). * 
ſuch an eſtabliſhment, the advantage would 
fully compenſate all the poſſible, miſchief, even 
if wwe weafure were ro infect all capable 
of infection, "2a very improbable conſequence.” 
Beſides, mity who were uninfected with: the 
diſtemper at the time of enumeration, have 
undoubtedly” been ſince attacked, ſo that it 
appears that the ſmall- pox does nearly the 
greateſt Fc ole injury 1 to ThE. ; inhabjrants of 
E 3 eee 1 
A bp could never render faceafarioh* 
general in this place. The: age of admiſſion” 
into ſuch 4 hoſpital | is at ſeven years old. In 
the epidemic of 1777, out of 136 WZho died 
-0FR ohly ſeven were arrived at that age, of 
whom only three were natives, and four en 
grants. But if nurſes were provided to at- 
tend younger children, yet only a few of the 
moſt indigent and leaſt affectionate parents 
would allow their tender infants to be taken 
out of their own bolom, and inoculated i in a 
9 TO 


le Soerrrr. * tp 


hoſpital. ' This is an inſoperable objection 
not to ment 


on the great expenee of building 
and maintaining ſo large a Hoſpiral as Foul 
be pin, nog for this i e 12 5 ares 


* 4 o : 2 * . 
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Bur if all the Porte be inoculated at ola . 
the expence will be extremely moderate, and 
the above-mentioned difficulty entirely re- 4 
moved. No objection to this method can 
iriſe from the danger of propagating the in- 
: cction; becauſe, if the inoculation be gene- 
al, no ſubjects liable o infrction would re- 
TO But ſhould age, indiſpoſition, or pre 
udice occaſion a few exceptions, yet even 
heſe will run incomparably leſs riſk of in- 
Aion from a general than a partial inocula- 
tion. For it will be performed only once in 
two years or perhaps ſeldomer, at a fixed time 
that will be pubiicly known; ſo that thoſe who 
never had the diſeaſe may eaſily avoid all i in- F 
rercourſe with the infectibus. At any rate, 
they wilt be in much leſs hazard than at pre- ; 
ſent from inoculation, which is performed ar 
various times every year, and ſometimes e- 
cretly. Not to mention, that it would pre- 
vent in à great meaſure, the imminen: dan- 


DM IE infected by parients in all ſtages 


of 


1 
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of. the natural ſmall - pox that we daily behold 
in ihe ſtreets, even in the crowded markets 
and. fairs. | If the purpoſe. of the inſtitution 
can be fully accompliſned in baniſhing the 
natural ſmall-pox from the place, this cir- 

cumſtance will afford the greateſt comfort, 
and moſt. pleaſing ſecurity to thoſe who are 
liable to the diſeaſe. At Preſent, this. deſtruc-, 
tive peſtilence is ſeldom or never abſent: Du- 
N ning che laſt ſeven years, and probably a much 
longer . period, a ſingle year has not clapſed / 
Without a fatal. proof of its preſence in this 
cx, 25 appears Om, the Weihe of mortal 
| diſcaſcs. Sora dorm} l eee 99, 


Ir is neceſſary, but painful, to remark, 
ihat the emens, mode of Fee hn. 


7 % 


an the 95H pernicious 1 to they community. 
Not more than twenty, or fifteen, or perhaps 
fill. fewer, are here annually. inoculated; a 
number that cannot ſenſibly diminſh the mor- 
nality. c of the ſmall- pox in ſo populous. a town, 
but yet ſufficient to propagate the diſeaſe, as 
many! hundreds promiſcuouſiy mixt with them 
trough the town are incautiouſly expoſed to 
the. intection. or appeared from the general 

ſurvey, 
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ſurvey, that 1 388 be Hons had the mall. pox 
in 1774, though many Mill: remained hit 
fected; previous therefore to this epidetiiicy 
the chances were very numerous of catehing 
infection from inoculated patients. And, in 
fact, many inſtances might be produced er 
the epidemical ſmall· pox, occaſioned by i 
ulation, in various n is er 
Perſons alarmed by the dee. ſmall-pox in 
their neighbourhood, are ſometimes inoculat- 
ed after they have caught the natural infec- 
tion. Many ſuppoſed failures of ſueceſs from 
inoculation are probably to be attributed to 
this cauſe, ſo that an unjuſt eee falls 
_— wa n _ Oye" 
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Wu may p Gbly us obje Qed to 3 ino. 
3 that young Abe muſt become the 
ſubjects of the operation, at a time of Hife 

when they ate moſt liable to other fatal dif! 


. caſes, and that the deaths occaſioned * 


dangerous period reaches at teaft to two years 
did Böer i the epidemic of 177, of thoſe 
to hom it was fatal, 69, e one half. 


"This 
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the, . diſtemper i in early infancy. is conhr 


by. many other facts in this and; other places. 


Hence It is eyident hat inoculation muſt be 
general 1 in order to be moſt uſeful to cke com- 


munity. Indeed whenever young infants can 
conveniently he taken out of town, or other- 
wiſe certainly preſeryed{ from infection, it may 
be adviſeable to defer their ippoulation: till 


the next e Petr Cent 18. e 
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notice of a groundleſs proudice. on this Jub- | 
ject — that the ſmall pox by inoculati 
not certainly exempt a perſon from the na- 
tural ſmall-pox. This diſeaſe has ſome ſy mp- 
toms common to cthers, and ſome peculiar 
to itſelf. Tho no diſorder of the human 
body is generally more diſtinguiſhable from : 
all others than the ſmall- pox, yet in ſome rare 
inſtances, both from the natural infection and 
inoculation, doubtful caſes occur, where the 
patient has only the common and not the pe- 
cuhar. ſymptoms. In a: very few. of theſe 
doubtful. cafes, the ſmall pox has ſucceeded, 
otherwiſe they would not have been doubrful. 
But, in Britain, for 56 years, during which 
inoculation has been practiſed, not angie ex- 
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ample has ee eee where the n 


plain W 4 dn this ee is; his 
in doubtful caſes followed by the ſmall pox, 
ane * ory mo derer 6 155 


1 moni ee inoculation. 
pb a few remarks.” A prejudice too 
generally prevails that ibe matter taken from 

a: ſmall-pox. patient, for the purpoſe of ino- 
ä — nor only" this" diſeaſe bur 

ith which the patient is affijcted. If 


there were any foundation for this notion, 16 
would afford the ſtrongeſt argument in favour 
of inoculation that could he produced. The 
natural ſmall-pox is a ſo generated by matter 
that comes from the body of a ſmall · pox pa- 
tient, and if it alſo convey all the othet diſ- 
eaſes of the patient whence it comes, it is 
ſurely of the: greutelh impeptnog that the in- 
fe&ious perſon ſhould be determined on by 
choice, and not, as at preſent, by accident. 
It would be in vain to attempt particularly 
to refute every abſurd notion that prejudice has 

pagate( on this ne" Every kind of 


ailment, 
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moſt 


ceaſe. However, on this ſubj 
vill be leſs convincing than authorities; 


2; 1 wok delegates of- hey 0 
eine at Paris, appointed to inquire into the advan- 


Monro: of Edinburgh. The te 
gentleman, n 


dicine, anatomy, and ſurgery, an 
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ailment, for many years after inoculation, is 
prepoſterouſly attributed to this cauſe, 
as if it were expected to exempt the patient 


not only from the 8 


the ſerofula ee eee oy 0 cus 
lation, becauſe boils and other abſceſſes ſor 
times follow both the natural and artificial 
ſmall-pox- But it is ſufficient to anſwer, what 
every medical practitioner muſt have obſerv- 
ed, that the ſcrofula is not an infeſtious : diſ. f 
Ct, - arguments: 
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tages er diſadvantages from inoculation; of the 
ſmall. por, ſent in 1764, ſome queſtions on this: 
important ſubject, to the elder Dr. Alexander 
ſtimony of this 
ar the eloſe of A kng-andulteſs 
trious life, _ be of the greateſt; weight 
both on account of his eminent gin a me⸗ 
an the im- 
probability that he could then be influenced 
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by any int. reſted motives. But not content 
Sith rig Faer ner nene ent theſe 
ers in Scotland, being, Connected with 1 them 
15 teacher in various branches of phy- 
c. His anſwers. therefore, are drawn, from 
he nee teſtimony of nearly the whole king: 
dom from obſervations on 8554, caſes, by 
90 phyſicians and ſurgeons, beſides thoſe | 
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A. My continents frem, Ml. to agree 
that there are not near ſo numerous or vari- 
ous bad conſequences after inoculation, as 
after the ſmall-pox by natural infection; and 
8 5 1 2 | when 
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when T alfüre you that I have been ſo for- 
tunate, or perhaps timotouſſy 7 cautious, that 

not one of thoſe whoſe inoculation T-adviſe 
had a dangerous ſymptom during the dil. 
eaſe, nor 4 bad conſequence from it, you 
will contlide that I Hg be of the rn oy 
nion with! es [4 re LL; n 
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people, againſt this nn art, appears to 


be greatly abated by their. — * nu 
merous examples of its wondert 
For whole villages in [thi ial | 
and many other parts of Britain, | 
inoculated with one conſent. And it cannot 
> ſuppoſed that the inhabitants of towns © — | 
more ignorant or more obſtinate. There i 
not a reaſonable doubt that our poor fellow 
citizens would eagerly and univerſally em- 


| brace 4 piopoſal to preſerve their children 


from death and deformity, if the intelligent 


and opulent would humanely exert tber in- 
Wenne "as alkRance to e it into exe · 
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* The medical members of W e 
9 to accept any pecuniary recompenſe for ino- 


culating their poor fellow-citizens. And the reward 


for nurſipg, after the firſt general inoculation, was 
thought improper. 80 that all the contributions of the 
eſtabliſhment are now expended in eee the town 
from the infection of the natural ſwall· por. 
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four that do not require them; and ſo in 
proportion for any larger ſum. That a ſub- 
ſeriber of HA A GUNAHIA ſhall recommend 
one patient with the rex or two Without; 
of Seven SHILLINGs, one patient with the 
reward of a Crown, one without it. What- 
ever altxration is thought proper in che re. 
warde, & c. the number of patients to be re- 
commended by each fubſcriber muſt ee 5 
15g be changed Fo ie op apiF -. 

8 2 * 1281 ol Hoch 51k" Or It SALES D: 
t TuRa henefaGtionof Au Gurs 
mall giye the e ene — 
ing the ſame number of patients as the an- 
nualifubſcription of a:{gninea ; and after-:the 
fame rate for greater benefactions. Though 
this ſum, in ſo healthy a ſituation as Cheſter, 
be leſs/ than the calculated proportion, yet as 
fuch benefactions, if ſufficiently numerous, 
| might give a permanency to the eſtabliſn- 
ment, they would, on this account, more 
; effe@tually- —.— che benevolent purpoſe of 
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= 11. 1 84 Ji Surgeons and Apothecaries 
af Cheſter, who, are deſirous to aſſiſt in the 
execution of this charity, offer their ſervice 
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to the Society ; that the ſubſcribers approve 
of thoſe who, are. Knomn, to haye ſufficient 
Kill and. experience in inoculation. 3 
the town be. diſtributed into as many diſtricts 
as there are inoculators. appointed, one £ 
whom is to be allotted to each. 
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oth. . a 3 8 may be 


5 3 every ſecond; year, or perhaps at 


longer periods, taking care, in the interval, 
to prevent the natural ſmall · pox from ſpread-: 
ing . 8 vie young Ra 
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Sth. Tran hs deen citizens, who 
do not want the aſſiſtance of this charity, be. 
earneſtly requeſted to defer inoculation till 


the general period; and that the medical 
practitioners be deſired to uſe their influence 


for the ſame purpole : : if circumſtances re- 
quire this rule to be tranſgreſſed, to acquaint 


the Society, that they may take meaſures to . 


prevent infection being Propagated. 


Sth. e the Phyſicians. aca a8 gratis, 
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10th. Tnar no vid allow : any perſon 
to be inoculated in his own houſe. This re- 
gulation is greatly for his own intereſt; as well 
the public good. If it be ſtrictly obſerv- 
as it eaſily may, ſtrangers may paſs thto 
the town during the time of general inocula- 
1 being expoſed to the danger of 
infection. At preſent, fear of the natural 
ſmall-pox prevents many of the neighbour- 
ing gentry and others from frequenting the 
place, to the diſadvantage of the inns, 
as well as all the trading part of the towns © 
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uſt. 7 in _ . been the-ne: | 
riods of inoculation, an exact account be ke: 
of the name, ſtreet, and time When each fa · 

mily begins and e to be en 
natural ſmall-pox. 
the. earlieſt 8 on this wobec, a ſmall 
reward (as half a. crown, or a ſhilling, or. 
in £209 Bs offered to the parents, or any other 
2 who firſt gives notice to the ſociety, 
that a freſh family is infected. 
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2d. THAT.a promiſſory note N 
be given by the ſociety to the parents 85 t 4 
infected family, payable a month after the 
ſmall- -pox has ceaſed in that family, on con- 
dition that they. had practiſed faichfully the 

ethods of preſerving their neighbou 
and acquaintance from infection, in w. which 
they Walle be fully inſtructed. The reward 
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might be doubled, if their endeavours were 
ſucceſsful,” which would! always be the; caſe, 
if the methods were ſtrictly obſerved. This 
diſeaſe i is communicated by infectious perſons, 
clothes, &c. and the poiſon might certainly 
be deſtroyed by cleanlineſs, and other eaty 
methods of purification. The ſmall addi- 
tional expence of theſe rewards would proba- 
bly be ſupplied by the ſurplus of the inocu- 
lating fund, as every ſubſctiber would ſcarce- 
Iy recommend his full number of patients. 
But if there ſhould be any deficiency to ſup- 
port theſe regulations, one Charity Aſſembly 
would ſupply a fund of rewards for many 
years, if it produced no larger a ſum than is 
here contributed by that method, once at 


leaſt every winter, to 2 a Nie co 8 
family. e e Ke k 


As perhaps there never was an attempt to 
keep ſo large a town as Cheſter free from the 
natural fn pox, it might be apprehended, 
that the propoſed method of preſervation would 
be impracticable. The regulations, there 
fore, judged ſufficient for this important pur- 
poſe, if exattly eee are ſubmitted to the 
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difficult nor expenſive, it is hoped that the = 
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of humanity, a and Py under Proper in- - 
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1. I certify that 
is intitled to no reward; as 1 have ſeen this 2 
family tranſgreſs the Rules of Preventiqn,. or = 
received authentic Information of ſuch tranſ- 2 
greſſion, during the time they were ill of the 1 


ſmall-pox, particularly in the following in- : 
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3 25 certify that 1 have + xvi AY 
the family of _ WOE 
during the time Pn were in of the ſmall- 
pox, and that I never diſcovered, or heard, 
that they tranſgreſſed the Rules of Prevention 
in a ſingle inſtance. But therb has probably 
been ſome unobſerved rranſgrefſion of the 
— bore int: children of their 
| neighbours, or acquaittance, bave been at- 
tacked by the ſmall : pox, either during the 
time i it was in the ſaid family, or within 16 
Days after it had ceaſed therein, on the 
TT.! Bur 8 3 es; 44, Of 120 
3 remain uninfected, „ 
is e n igticled- to nb a crown. re- 
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2; 3. 3g en d dur x 5 Fay of i; 9219 
Ne, have Exirhfully ol Ae 

the Rules of Prevention; and that none of 
their neighbours or acquaintance has been 
ſeized with the ſmall- pox, either during ie 
time it was in this family, or for 16 Days 
after the laſt ſcab had dropt off; which hap- 
pened 
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children liable. to the diftemper live within 
Agar of the ſaid family; 2 
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8 W. r had authentic information that 
Elizabeth Bryly (a poor woman in Sty- lane, . 
Hatdbridge) Tecgived; the. wave of en ap 
April, 1778, bana ibe s ociety far — 
General Inoculation, at flaied periods, and pre- 
venting the natural Small-Pox in Cheſter be- 
cauſe ſhe had faithfully and ſucceſefully fol- 
lowed their directions. Twelve weeks ago 
two of her children were attacked by this 
dreadful diſtemper, and of ſo malignant a 
kind that one of them died; yet, excepting 
a boy who had been in the ſick chamber be- 
fore the directions were given, not a ſingle 
child has caught the diſeaſe, tho? two. were 
liable to it even at the next door, and not 
: fewer. than 26 in the near neighbourhood. 
Although this event happened before the So- 
ciety was — yet the Poor. woman 
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was t ought. to ere the reward, Joh 
by following beir rules of prevention, ſhe 
had given a ſeaſonable check to the diſtem- 
per, which bad not been in this part of tne 
lane, nor generally epidemical i in Handbridge, 
for three. years, ſo that had it f ſpread from 
her children it might probably, have ſoon, de- 
ſtroyed great numbers in this quarter of the 
town. We are informed that the future 
meetings of the Society will be held at the 
Infirmary every Tueſday morning, immedi- 
ately after the buſineſs of the Houſe is tranſ⸗ 
acted 1 and that Mr. Owen, of the Infirmary, 
will receive contributions to the charity from 
any who are deſirous to keep the town free 
from the natural Small-Pox, and to fave; the 
lives of their fellow Citizens by inoculation. 
He is authoriſed to give a reward to any per- 
ſon who firſt communicates information that 
a freſh family in Cheſter r is infected * the 
Small. Fox. ; - : 
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2. A a general meeting of I SMALL» 
vox Society, held the th of Nov. 1779, at 
the Infirmary, it appeared, from the Report 
of their Inſpector, that ſince Nov. 4, 4, 1778. | 
the diſtemper had 8 ſtopt, by the regu- 
lations 


a0 Procery tx OGS 'of 
ent places 


wife of the Societß, in 37 Se 
of Cheſter, that in 32 of theſe it had been 
ſtopt without infecting a ſeconck family, and 
in thtee, out of the remaining five places, 
after infecting a ſecond family only, in the 
g bcfbsb fl tliat from want of catly in- 
ſormation and other irregularities, 5 had 
ſpread more generally! in Boughton than any 
other part of the town; the number. at pre- 
ſent ill of the diſtemper | in that quarter being 
ſeven, in all others eight. It appeared 0; 
the Society very practicable to prevent the 
Small- Pox from ſpreading 1 in Cheſter, if aided 
and affted by their fellow . Citizens. , The 
chief miſchief has ariſen for want of early 
intelligence. Tf the benevolent and humane. 
would give immediate information to the In- 
PPector, Mr. Owens, as ſoon as a freſk tamily 
is known to be attacked by the Small Pox, 
they would not only ſave much expence to 
the charity, but the lives of many inhabi- 
tants. A Committee was appointed to meet 
the firſt Tueſday of every month, to extin- 
guiſh the contagion, by diſtributing Tewards, 
and executing >a regulations, for tha: . 
* e Ol 
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To thanks Sf Socket) for obſerving 
their Rules of Prevention, without any pe- 
cuniary reward, were given to Dr. Denton, 
Mr. Harriſon, Mr. Ridgway, Mr. Walker 
Mr., Ra:cliffe, Mr. Fratchitt, Mr. Palin, 


8 


Mr. Buſhel, Mr. Whittell, Mr. Beanion, 
| Mr. Backarn, and particularly to Mr. Bram- 
well for directing ſuch regulations to o be faith- 


i. #44 


fully executed, as prevented the Small-pox 
from ſpreading, thro? the Wo rkhouſe, tho? 
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OS Ar the 1 meeting of the mall · 
pox Society, on the 7th. inſtaot,. jg appeared. 
from the loſpeRor S. report, that the number 
of ſmall- Box... patients in this: city bad this 


month decreaſed from 15 to 7, of whom 


. ke . 


three ; Are. ſtrangers. and that the contagion 
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had been extinguiſhed, duriog the laſt month, 
in four different places of the city. On, this 
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occaſion, ſexeral received the rewards of the 


80 ociety for Preventiug, the. diſtemper from 
-ſpreading, who had many next-door neigh- 
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"SMALL. POX- Soctgry. 


ace Small pox Society Has been eſtab⸗ 
liſhed near two years. During this time, the 


; diftemper has been frequently brought into 
Cheſter from the neighbouring towns and 
villages, appearing in different parts of the 
city, ſo that no perſon, liable to be infected, 


could have walked with ſafety on our walls 


or in our rows. The regulations of the So- 


ciety have prevented the danger of catching 


the Small- pox, not only. in theſe places of 


Public reſort, but have, in numerous inſtan- 


ces, ſtopt its Progreſs among the pooreſt claſs 
'of our inhabitants, who were ſurtounded, 


even at the next door, by children liable to 
the diſtemper. The money expended j in re- 
Wards, beſides the purpoſe of checking the 


fatal ravages of the natural Small- pox, has 


alſo afforded a moſt feafonable relief to many 
4 S breed hie qr poverty ud wretch- 


"nes 


LY 


te Sociar r.. 17 


edneſs. were: greatly 2ggravated by the vili- 
tation of ſuch a peſtilenee. Tou have the 
Gtisfadtion to reflect, that, under phovitlerihy g 
your bounty has SI the means of ſaving 
the lives of 1 child ren, vho would other» 
wiſe: MM Tag by this deſtructive diſtom- 
gens 193005 Ort * 5 80 oy | W602 
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© hn db 80 pre per er 10 in 
the. firſt, made a part of the berievolent in- 
ſtitution ; ſince, as the ſmall-pox! continued 
to prevail unchecked through the reſt of the 
kingdom, there would obvioufly be little 
advantage in ſecuring the inhabitants of 
Cheſter from a diſeaſe while young, which 
they would inevitably catch as Joon” 28 they 
were old enough to have any intercourſe with 
their neighbours. It is now judged expe- 
dient to propoſe general inoculation, in order 
effectually to preſerve the young generation 
hitherto ſpared from the natural ſmall-pox. 
That the attempt can do no harm there is 
the cleareſt evidence to prove. It appeared 
from authentic facts? laid before the GENE 
b. \ Maxrine, chat e to the eſtab- 


- \& 


of * 
Py 

Rl 
. 
7 
i. 
1 
= — 
* 
1 
A 

* 

2 
* 
"Y 
Ns 

2 


— 


— 7 t »- * 
« - 4 $ a 2 r er WES” e = LI a re 7 
8 4 L . 5 1 . 1 3 1 - my a. 8 Y 7 = ' F * q 
SAR — — by re re n © TR <2 — * 1 — 8 e 1 ? a 
— + a . WF TEES ON re ts, — — = » > 095, ava ger _ I 2 — 7 ee - 
r 1 n — +. un — — —— — 3 * 2 l a _m ks 
l - lid xy 4 ered ds rt * 4 \ R 1 
; - * * — 5 - 
> 1 4 * 0 = 8 22 6 


R « 
| = 
= 


2 
> 
"A" 
_ YU 
* 
Re 
— 
' 
8 
=. 
5 
oy 9 7 
=” 
= 
1 
= 
2 
1 
2 
=. 
_ 
= 
_ 
_—— 
—"—=— 
== 
= 
Wk, | 
. 
"28 
- 0 
= 
RS 
WE." , 
"4 
- _—— 
_ 
3 
=” 
x 
IPs 
- = 
1 
"= 
= - 
= - 
E. N- 
1 
_ 
4 + 
"3 
} 
— = 
." 
1 7 
- 
9 
==” 
1 
2 
58 4 
XY 
=" 
. a 4 
* \ 
5 8 
"Y N 
= 
* : 
4 
=... 
be: 
9 
9 
| 
"= 
1 
1 
1 
a 
—_ 
8 
= 
=” 
=. 
= 
"9 
= 
WW 
Fu 
1 
WG 
3 
1 
= 
» 
- 
£4 
7 8 
=. 
. 7 
hl 
1 
5 
._ = 
_ 
14 
2M 
$3 
+, 
"© 
=_—_ 
_ 
-»> 
__ 
"* 
„ 
*. 
= g 
= 
Wo 
=: . 
1 
1 
18 
_ 
— 
1 
Ps | x 
W_ 
= 
2 
2 
F. 
* 
3 
** 

2 
1 
N 

4 
1 
5 
x 
2 
1 
2 
- 23% 
22 
1 
8 
A 2 
1-2 
- = 
= 
2 
2 
9 
59 
5 
m—— 
in 
2 
bo 
ay 


ESI DT OTE 2 

n . 

PF 
„ <0 r 


A TP S 7 
2 7 $4 bas 4 4 5 METS 


-— I 5 92 rw ® + See the n p. OE 
"nz liſhrent 


286 | PavcnzpiR o 
liſhmebr 1 the Socic 15, the ſmnall- por pre- 


vailed ſo generally in Cheſter, and! ſo» neatly 
dict all the miſchief it was capable of pto- 
ducing, that if only nine patients were to be 
inoculated annually by this inſtitution, it 
would counter balance all the poſſible injury 
that could be effected by more extenſively 
ſpreading the contagion. On the other hand, 
the advantages to de pajned by ſuppretiing 
the natural and communicating the inocu- 
lated ſmallpox, are the greateſt that human 
art can beſtow, in reſpect to the preſervation | 
of life. Aud as the good to be derived from 
this charity willobe exactly in proportion as it 
is generally accepted, we earneſtly intreat you 
to diſperſe by a ſervant the incloſed Hadr it 
to the inbatitants of Cheſter, and to explain 
to your ignorant and indigent neighbours and 
dependents the benevolent: purpoſe” of the 
Scciety, and to exert all your influence over 
them, not to neglect the offered bleſſing. 
Fou are authoriſed by the unanimous reſo- 
lution of the gereral meeting, to recommend 
as many patients as you judge proper; If 
vou ſhould be abſent from Cheſter at the 
time of general inoculation, we requeſt that 
you, A e ppbint ſome refiflent 
citizen 


citizen to recommend patients in your name. 
If any ſhould perſiſt ip rejecking the good in- 
tended them, warn them, in ſtrong terms, 
of the dang 1d of wWantom 

catching infection flom inoculated patients: 
indeed the moſt ſolicitous care will be taken 


that 45e e ſhall not ſptead the diſtemper- un- 


leſs their uninoculated neighbours ſhall be 
guilty of the slk ee a TOO” blameable 
negligence: e e 


28 5 N * : EA *F * * 2 8 54D 4 # 4 4 
A 5 AE. OF 3 


Arx mature —— FRY has dich 
i vage neceſſary to > give rewards to the moſt 
indigent parents, in order to allow them the 
means of ſubſiſtence while nurſing their 
children under inoculatlon and to ſecur 
their frick attention to all medical directions. 
Many of our fellow citizens earn th. 
bread by heir daily labour. We truſt that 
none will be recommended for the retoards 
but ſuch as are proper objects of the charity. 


"The money which has been ſo generouſſy and 
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humanely beſtowed, it is hoped will be Aae 


1 and judiciouſly expended. 
By order of the general: tes: 50 U. 
e e ee eee. 2 
"Cheſter Feb. 117 Wer e e e 
. No. 


ir daily 
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50 of. your NE ns are. 5 tet 


affected with compaſſion at the dread; ul de- 


ſtruction made on great numbers of the Poor * 


children in this city, by the natural ſmall- l 
pox, while the lives of their own families and 
relations are preſerved by inoculation. . This 
Lalutar 5 art has been practiſed in England near 
-60 years with the happieſt ſucceſs; and few, 
-who can afford the expence, now neglect this 
method of preſerving their offspring. And 
as it is to be ſuppoſed that a poor mans 
children ate as dear to him as a rich man's 
there can be little doubt, that, if he ad the 
ſame ability, he would uſe the ſame means 
to ſave their lives. What we deem the kind- 
eſt office in our power to beſtow on our dear 
eſt connections, we now offer to all the ci- 
tizens of Cheſter, who need our aſuſtance, 
free and general inocvlation, at your own 
bonſei, and under your own care. Neglect 
not this humane propoſal. If you loſe the 
preſent 
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You knew. vhor/ all abs poor (addin in 
Cheſter are expoled to this infection in early 
infancy. ©, Your choice can only be, whether 
to give it a few me ichs ſooner or later, whe 
ther to give a wild and ſafe diſeaſe by ino- 

culation, or a moſt loathſome and dangerous 

illneſs by the natural infection; whether to le 
| a ſick family For 4 few: days: or hours Only, 
or for many weeks. Yow are farther to con- 
der, that It is not merely the lives of your 
children which have a hetter chance of being 
ſayed by. inoculation; but that thoſe dreadful. 
-conſequences ſo frequently following the na- 
went, e -POX, nen Pn latne 
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ers 0 remain, fit ke, a; beaker their pu- 
rents or friends, art alga carne unknown 
in the ,! W e nit & 
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-Snouzy. aby _ you, however, refoſe- the 
the danger ro catching the infection from 
inoculated. patients, which may be done 
tc "CINE; the following eaſy directions: 
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faffer none of your family lo enter an infectiout 
houſe, nor allow. any perſon or thing" from an 
infetious houſe to approach near to thoſe of your 
he who « are _ ad IN (55S BY 


4 3 1 1 
4 Ti * 2 a * * Fo 4 2 7 * s * #8 * n 


* were to 3 8 hat as ay of tue 
3 t citizens as could make it conve- 
nient, would take this opportunity of inoeu- 
lating their children, for their own ſake; as 
well as example to the reſt. Tho' they will 
run little or no riſł of catching the infection 
from inoculated patients, yet they are now in 
great danger from the natural ſmall-pox, 
which, in ſpite of every effort of the ſociety, 
is at preſent prevailing in ſeveral parts of the 
town. This miſchief we believe, was chiefly 
oce fioned. by ſoldiers in the diſtemper, who 

avowedly diſobeyed all rules. They have pro- 
ed the contagion in ſo many quarters, 
that it will be difficult, it not impoſſible, for 
a ſingle inſpector to ſee that our own citizens 
obſerve the regulations of the ſociety, which 
many of them have formerly done with ſuch 
commendable exactneſs. To theſe cauſes it 
muſt be attributed, that ſeveral perſons of 
higher rank, of late, have been un rtunately 
attacked by the n ſmall · pox, and more 
n melancholy 


Babs :T. a 


melancholy adagchity of kids Kiädf oh rünbe 
too much reaſon to apprehend. The the 

natural ſmall- Pen that'at preſent prevails in 
Cheſter," is remarkably malignant and fatal; 
pet it by no means follows that the inocu- 
lited will be fo. General inoculations have 
often been moſt! ſucceſsfully executed at the 
very time when the natural diſtemper has been 
moſt Gelttacti de 1 30 755570 * 
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wel have reflected that ſeveral of our fel- 
low. citizens may be in ſuch a ſituation that 
they cannot convenientlyApare time, from the 
employment on which the ſubſiſtence of their 
family depends, to nurſe their children during 
inoculation. The greateſt objects of compaſ- 5 
ſion might hence be unable to enjoy- the be- 
nefit intended by this bounty. To perſons 
in ſuch circumſtances? we offer the following 
rewards, on condition” that they ev oh-. 


a” 


ſerve the rules that are judged neceflary both 
for the welfare of their'own' family, and to 


prevent the diſtemper from E ce 


ner ary 
cated to others, 11 
. „„ A A WI 
«33s: 42174 +Fxv4 4 | 
Fe then yo have a proper regard for the 3 


health and lives of your children, and have a 
1 B b due 
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ves, to be frayed. 
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By order of the general meeting. Ja 
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chifer, Feb, 1% T. FALCONER, 
chairman. 
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erence 10 the opinion of ſoims r 


ppectable perſons, an attempt was made, laſt 
Spring, to inoculate our poor people i a 


hoſpital, A commodious houſe, in à cn, 
nient fnuation, was fixed on for tlie pùrpeſe. 
After a week ſpent in inquiries for patients, 
by all tlie inoculators, hot à ſingle perſon 
ould be found in Chęſter, 1 enter 
an hoſpital for the ſake of inoculatien. The 
ſociety then inoculated eighty- five children, 
each at their -f houſes. The moft folicit- 
ous care as taken, fbt à fortnigbt befbre 


5 


natural contagion every where diſp 


mong them, and, after they became infeeti- 


guy? to 0 provent” their communicating it to 
0059 - * 2 others. 


inot lation, to preſerve theſe patienrs from the 
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ks; aeg 
others. T 


ed not one 


; of the whole numbgr ah. e dangerous com- 


plaint during, or in,gonſequence/of, . the diſ- 
eaſe, though the natural ſmall-pox, at that 


very time, was remarkably-faral in the town. 


E ic reaſonable to expect that Huch- > {ictels 


will render inoculatien generally deßred, at a 
future period. Inoculation did non as ſome 
might apprehend. Jpread: the; edntagion,' « oa 


appeared to produce a quite contrary effect. 
For in the. diſtricts, whete maſt patients: were 


inoculated, there remained the feweſt in the 


natural ſmall-pox and) im the Aiſtrids where. 
the! ſmalleſt-number: were \ingeulated, te dife 
temper Wwascafterwards) moſt; general. We 
believe that only: two wereccinfefted by 04 
a patients; one of them was concealeck 


from the inoculator, is the ſame houſe with a 


Patient ; the other had free intercoùrſè with 
the infeftious, being 0 to ks > before: 


| hadjthe natural re 110 1K11G Nor 1 


aoblido avil-1 Wot Dy! [anoai ants 39150! 
. I may be pere to e r the na- 
tural, mall: pox ſpread ſo generally through 
the toym in February, March and April; 1560. 
The contagion was manifeſtly Propagated by 
a ne · raiſed regiment of ſoldiers, who "i 
under no controul, being without their ſyr- 

219030 8 8 Seon, 
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N 


And 8 un 1er the command of 


57 Se Pe 


 their\officers, who did not receive commiſſions 


till their departure from Cheſter. One of 
theſe; ſoldiers, | walking about the town, with 
the ſmall-pox upon him, in the moſt infeRti- 
_ ous ſtage. of the diſter per, was deſired by our 
inſpector to take care that he. did no miſchier 
by ſpreading it. His, a anſwer exp lained che 
n 0 FRET: eurer takes care 


i. 5 


Many: of, {chaſe Pry 8 1 8 


and ſpread the diſtemper in every part of the 


city; the patients were ſo numerous and ſo 
widely diſperſed, that a ſingle; inſpecter could 


not poſſibly ſee that the rules were obſerved. 
On this conſideration, the regulations were 


ſuſpended for ſome .months; In future, the. 
moſt attentive care of the ſociety. will be ex- 
erted to guard againſt thes FEE: of ſuch. 2 
calamity...) rf Pon a ftoenYY mio 
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* HE regulations for preventing the natural ü 


e were again eſtabliſhed on the firſt 
Tueſday in May. The town was then divid-. 


ed into fix diftridts, each under the care of | 
an inſpector. | During that month; the diſ- 


remper \ was in Foreſt fireer, St. Olive's lane, 
oP Gols 
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Lay 


Gos lane, Parſons lane, Cra 
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e ſtreet, Brieain's 
entry, Nun's lane, Handbridge, Bridge ſtreet, 
and Northgate ſtreet. It was in twenty-five 
fatmlies ; and in five out of the fix diſtricts. 
appears, from tbe reports of the cenfors 

o the committee; that in all theſe places, ex- 
wi one, the contagion was totally extin- 
guiſhed on the 19th of June: That, in this 
diſtrict, the diſtemper was only checked; 


through the imperfect execution of the tegu- 


tions, but not ſtopt, till the gth of Decem- 


ber, a A 


nd till: theſe irregularities (well known 4 
to the One were enn, That, Fer 


diſtant parts of oo town, but the en 
was ſtopt in both places without infecting a 
fecond patient: That, ſince the above-recite 
perfect extinction of the contagion, it has been 
brought into Cheſter, twice from Liverpool, 


and once from Coventry: - That the rules of 
prevention, in two inſtances (* E. Williams' 


Crook lane, and Martha Billingham's, Cow 
lane) have. preſerved from the contagion, two 
perſons, never r infected, in the JON bouſe, and; 


Ann — 5 

„ Fo-this itn} hoes 2 a ſome. 
other eruption for the ſmall-pox ; as Williams child 
had afterwards this diſtemper. 


in 


be SOCIETY, 197 
in another inflance' (Joha Rawdon 8, Hand 
bridge) three perions, never infected, in the 
Jame Jami, with a patient in the natural ſmall. 
Pox, during the whole diſeaſe. Such numer- 
ous examples have occurred to the fociety o of 
preventing infection being communicated to 
perſons liable to it, in the cloſely adjoining 
houſes, that it would be tedious to mention 
them; BF, indeed muſt be thought ſuperflu- : 
ous, after the more difficult and more doubtful 
point has been aſcertained, that they may be | 
preſerved. while . i in the ſame houſe, . 
angry the fame family. 
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Ar 8 there is not a : fingle. patient in 
the natural imall-pox, | in Cheſter. 3 . 
From theſe fache, of "which any perſon Z 
| who entertains a doubt may eafily be fatisfied, 
it appears evident to the ſociety, that their re- 1 
gulations to prevent the progrels c of the imail- a 
pox will be ſucceſsful as far as they are execu- _ -= 
ted, They add, with great ſatisfaélion, that 
no citizen has tranſgrefſed the rules f in a ſingle 
inſtance, except through inadvertency, and 

no N except the ſoldiers above- men- 
tioned. 1 5 
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Parſon” 5 lane, Mrs. Bennett, of Crane fireet, . 
and Mrs. Cook of Gols lane, for their gratui- | N 


tous obſervance of the rules 45 prevention. 5 


＋. HOUGH the contagion is now. 100 perfectly 
extinguiſhed in this city. yet dagger every 


where ſurrounds us. We are credibiy inform- | : 


ed that the natural ſmall-pox did very lately, | 


and probably does at preſent, rage with de- 
ſtructive violence in Liverpool, Mancheſter, 


Shrewſbury, and many other towns and vil- 
lages in our neighbourhood, even ſo near as 
Boughton, where it has lately attacked one 
child; ſo that we cannot hope to preſerve the 
inhabitants of Cheſter ſrom this fatal malady 
without the ſtead y attention n and conflant charge 
| of the ſociety. 3 5 


* 


— 


Tur committee expend with ſtrict cc 
my the money intruſted to their care. They | 
hope to deſerye the approbation of every. ſub- 


charitable fellow citizens, who only with-hold 
their bounty till they are convinced that this 


Ane inſtitution will anſwer the ends for 
which 


"a 


ſcriber and benefaQtor, and of others 'of their : 


12 


* 3 5 


Which it was 3 The W 


above faithſully related, it is hoped, will belp 


to produce ſuch conviction. I al- 
ready ſubſcribed: is gonſiderably less . will 
be required. The ſociety, however, have no 
apprehenſion, that, i in Cheſter, there will ever 


be a deficiency: of charitable, aid; for ſush a 


humane purpoſe, as ſecuring our fellow citizens 
ſrom ſo loathſome and ſo fatal a diſeaſe i 
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ADDRESS 10 THz INHABT TANTS « FRO 
CHESTER 4 l 
| Cheſter, Sm. 29, ae 


_ UnrorTUNATELY, | the ſmall-pon, and of 


a very mortal kind, at preſeni prevails im ſe- 
veral parts of this city. 


a general inoculation was propoſed by the 
ſmall pox ſociety? Al who accepted this 


benevolent | propoſal, though ſome under one 
month old, paſſed through the diſeaſe, in the 


moſt favourable manner: an event ſo recent 

and ſo well 1 

produce general FORE of its ſafety. 
C c-- Ws 
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"WO" years ago, 
when this diſtemper raged fatally among us, 


known in this place, ought to 
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Vier hear, with 9 ſatisfa 
has lately been 416 patients inoculated at Li- 


N. w. ol WERE only one died. YRS bags 
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| nr TONY again offered to Ak 


of our fellow. citizens as may require our aid, 
to ſave the lives of their offspring from this 
fatal peſtilenee; provided they bring a re-. 
commendation from any of the follbwite 
members of the ſmall-pox ſociety, within the 


neut enſuing ten Pays; otherwiſe they muſt 


be excluded from the benefit now nd 
Ns an for Their" mp ” 
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Tun ene * a fmall-pox fairy | 


think it their duty to acquaint their: fellow- 
citizens, "eſpecially the humane benefactors to 


this charity, that this dreadful diftemper is 


now ſpreading in Cheſter; and that this ca- 
lamity has manifeſtly: proceeded from numer- 
ous tranſgreſſions of the regulations propoſed 
by. the ſociety. The chief occaſion of this 
_ misfortune has been a want of early. infor- 
mation after a family became infectious, ſo 


ion, that there 
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that, in many, inſtances, the inſpestors hat 


not received intelligence of the diſtemper, till 


two or three weeks after it had appeared in a 


family, and not till it was quite over r in many 


1 kanten in the former 465 uch mi 
e before the Rules f Prevention 
were Ihre to them, and in the latter caſe, 


they received no Rules at all. This want of 
early intelligence, we are clearly convinced, 


has, in great meaſure, been eee by 
not giving the Retard for . Inf 
punctually and fo. promptly as eee, to oo: 
been done, and by its not being generally 
known that ſuch reward might be obtained. 
Both theſe errors, the committee havè taken 
meaſures to correct, and in a r 9 . 
tiny truſt will On Emmet ftr 
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9 we. 1 . e SDPTOIR: 
"thel | irregularities have diſperſed tnis deſtruc- 


tive contagion in many parts of the town, 
yet they ſhew, in ihe tleareſt light, the great 


utility of our preventive meaſures. During 
the experience of near four years, not a ſingle 


falt bas occurred to prove that the regulations 


of the ſociety have been inſufficient to pre- 
vent the diſtemper from ſpreading, when per- 
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to prevent, as far as poſſible, the infec 
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fectly executed; nor e ne 120 hy” hats 
a en F oft 
4 : * n e . 1 4 (1 10 1 

\ Tas I 1 10 1 dend e advanced, 
are founded upon facts which were parti- 


cularly ſtated at the committee held rhis 


day, where moſt of the medical, and many 


other members were gs. to ag unani- 
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Tur * FIG as 75 as ihe inſpectors, 
will now. unite their moſt aſſidubus attention 


E. 


from ſpreading, before the general inocula- 


tion, leſt their inoculated patients might pre- 


viouſly have received the natural diſtemper, 


and unmerited blame fall upon this ſalutary 


art. There muſt be ſome riſk of this kind, 


at the time of a ſpreading. contagion, but we 
rely on the candour and diſcernment of our 


fellow citizens to attribute ſuch. failure of 


ſueceſs, if * ſhould ee to the true 


wan 
THOMAS FALCONER, 
chairman. : 
No. 
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ETF en 30 

Ceneral Meeting, Sept. 17, 1583. 
Eras inſtitution having exiſted four years 
in March laſt, and there having been two 
general inoculations, we ſhall review the 
principal facts that have occurred to our ob- 
ſervation. ff! ß 
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Enn ſpring, 128 poor children were ind 
culated by the members of the Small- pox 


in the ſpring of 1780, make the whole num- 
ber 21 71 during tne laſt four years, 203 Pri- 
vate patients have been inoculated : : in all 
four hundred and ſixteen, TWO infants have 
died after inoculation, tho? there are doubts, 
in both caſes, whether in conſequence of that 
; operation: there was reaſon to ſuſpect that 
one of the patients had previouſly received 
. the natural infection, and the death of che 


| other might not improbably be attributed to 


a diſorder of the bowels. Henee its degree 
| of mortality in Cheſter, ſince the ſociety was 


eſtabliſhed, 


ſociety ; theſe, added to the Fs inoculated 
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eſtabliſhed, if both the deaths obe mien 9 


tion were occaſioned by inoculation, has been 


only one in 208. The dreadful fatality of 


ie: natural Small. pox is fo. well known, that 


it ſeems impoſſible to account for the reluc- 
tance which the common people Kill have to 
maps the d of this ſalutary Phe. T 
W witl- next Fam the difficulty TE the 
acceſs of our endeavours to prevent, the pro- 
greſs of the natural Small-pox. The ſame 
pthc who refuſed inoculation, and they are 
a large proportion of the inhabitants, are 
fearleſs or rather defirous that their children 
ſhould be. infected with the natural ſmall- 
pox. Ic is with concern we remark, that in 
one part of the town (Croſs- gun entry, Fo- 
reſt⸗ ſtreet) the Inhabitants, diſregarding, the 
inſpector 5 exhortations, have purpoſely. pro- 


pagated the diſtemper, carrying the poiſon, 
| and even the patients, from one houſe to 
another, without reſerve. In conſequence of 
| this conduct, it ſpread chro 15 families, in- 


fecting all in this entry liable % it, and 
proyed fatal to ſeveral. In another quarter, 
the poor people allowed their, children to 
have an unreſeryed intercourſe. with the in- 


fectious. 


N N Od 1 Fa LY * C072, 


fectious. This irregularity in part proceeded 


from their 1 ignorance that ſome money might 
bſerving the rules. The 


be obtained by Ob! 

hope of procuring che Tear has had ſome 
influence on their conduct, and the infection 
is nearly extinguiſhed,” though! many of their 
neighbours are liable to receive it.  Theſs 
two inſtances of - irregularity,” though very 


unfortunate, yer, when contraſted with the 


numerous facts where the progreſs of the di- 
ſteenper was ſtopt by obſerving the rules, af⸗ 
ford the cleareſt proof how uſeful the pre- 
ventive My rng age 1 5 become x Ne 
ly obſerved. Ta ene 


7 f FE » . 


we 


» 
* # 
Pa 1 


However wonderful it may ſeem, we 


believe, in ſeveral other caſes, that the 
parents who rejected the propoſal of in- 
oculating their children, purpoſely expoſed 
them to catch the natural infection. "Though 
ſome of our fellow citizens are fo careleſs in 
diſperſing the deadly poiſon of the Small- 
pox, yet they would regard with horror any 
perſon who ſhould purpoſely adminiſter 


arſenic or any N 5 1 to in- 
nocent © infants,” PE. 
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to correct and oppoſe. It is mani 
many lives may be ſaved by the preventive 
regulations of the ſociety, and yet the moſt 
prejudiced eye cannot | diſcern or. ſuſpect, 
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Tum conduct clearly proceeds from 


2 popular deluſion. which it is our duty 


5 teſt that 


that they can be productive of the leaſt 
poſſible miſchief. 8 Such unaccountable in- 


fatuation will ſurely not always prevail. As, 


in their ſituation, the Small- pox is. clearly 


unavoidable either by the natural or arti- 
ficial infection, we may hope that reaſon 
and the example of their more intelligent 


neighbours, will, ere long, teach them to 
prefer inoculation, which is more than 29 
times leſs dangerous, and occaſions leſs than 
a 20th part of the pain and miſery. If theſe 
hopes be well founded (and they are founded 


on a very general principle in human nature, 


parental affection) the chief difficulty with 


which this ſociety bas contended, will pro- 


Fee diminiſn. 
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9 oc after the d was ; eſtabliſhed, he 


gs Hine diſtemper began to ſpread ſo quickly 


in Handbridge, thro' the irregularity of the 
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| inhabitants in this remote part of che town, 
anck our funds were at that time ſo. low, as 
to cauſe an apprehenſion that the rewards, of 
prevention might become too expenlive; « on 
theſe conſiderations, the regulations were ful- 
pended in that quarter for ſome months; 
during the Suſpenſion, 16 died of the natural 
Small. pox in this pariſh; and in the ſpring 
of 1 780, the diſtemper was ſpread ſo widely 
| by ſoldiers, as explained in the laſt report, 
as to occaſion a general Juſpenſ/ia an of the re- 
gulations for ſome months; during this time, 
the deaths by the natural diſtemper amounted 
to 3. Taking the whole period of four 
years, ending March Zo, 1782, the Small - 
pox has been fatal to 139, or 35 annually. | 
If we deduct the above-mentioned 16 and 58, 5 
who died during the interval when the re- 
gulations were not executed, the total deaths 
would be only 38, or 14 annually; whereas 
the annual average of deaths by rhis diſtemper 
for ſix years previous to the eſtabliſnment 
of this ſociety, was 63. Hence its fatality 
has been actually reduced to near one bg Ifs, 


and, if we may deduct the numbers WhO 


died during the two periods, when the, re- 
ane were ſuſpended, to near one fifth. 
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This degree of ſucceſs will appear neſt 
to any one who impartially conſiders how. 
diſadvantageous the prejudices above de- 
ſeribed muſt prove to our proceedings, as 
they ſo generally and ſo conſtancly e counteract, 
the endeavours of the ſociety to prevent the 
contagion from ſpreading: the fatality of 
this qiſtemper may be reduced to near a 
twentieth part, that is, from 63 to 3, if all 
the inhabitants and their neighbours anxiouſly; 
vnited their endeavours. to avoid the natural, 
and | to o obtain the inoculared Small: Reo) of: 


The eee were particularly falle eden 
to obſerve whether the natural Small pox 
was received from inoculated patients. On 
the moſt careful inquiry, one private and 
one or two public Patients appeared to have 
communicated the natural diſtemper; and, 
in all theſe inſtances, 1 the perſons infected had 
unreſerved intercourſe with the infectious, 
without any wiſh to avoid them, . 

The thanks of the ſociety for abſerving 
che rules of prevention gratis, were given to 
Captain Sarſefield, Captain Briſcoe, Mr. 
Naillington, dar Jenes, Nr. Smith, Mr. Linney, 

Mr. 


te Socik TT. 203 
r. Johnſon, Mr. Ba Mr. Whittel, 


ant Mr. Cowdroy. 


| | Sinex the laſt report, the Sai pcs bas 
been extinguiſhed, where ſeveral in the neigh- 


bourhood were liable to infection, in a great 
many parts of this town. 


8 the year 5 only eight 11 8 


died of this diſtemper in Cheſter, of whom 
two were infected in Mancheſter, a third in 
| Liverpool, and a child of the fourth in Co- 
ventry. Tho' the contagion has been ſo 


often extinguiſhed, yet it is again brought 


ſo frequently among us from the neighbour- 


ing towns and villages, that Cheſter has not 


been perſectly free more than a few weeks, 


ſince the ſociety was eſtabliſhed. The 


diſtemper has been, for ſome months, in 
various parts of the town: After a diflicule 
and expenſive ſtrugg gle, the contagion is again 
nearly extinguiſhed. At preſent the Sanll- 


pex is only in four families in Cheſter. Con- 


ſidering what great numbers are liable and 
willing to catch the infection, this happy 
ſucceſs muſt be attributed to the attention 
and vigilance of the inſpectors. 
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Tilt el members have unanimouſly 
declined to accept the offeted gratuity for 
inoculating the poor patients; *deeming the 
heart felt fatis faction of preſerving the lives 
of their fellow-citizens” a ſufficient recom- 
pence for their trouble. 

Ox iron conſideration, we have thought 
proper to abvliſh the rewards to the inocu- 
lated patients. At the firſt general inocula- 
tion, the meaſure appeared neceſſary to over- 
come inveterate prejudices; ; but it now ſcems 
to hold out an improper motive, which would 
have a pernicious influence. It is regarded | 
by many as a bribe to do what they think 
wrong. To have the children of our poor 
neighbours Prefer e as far as in our power, 
from death and miſery, ſhould be the only, 
and is ſurely a ſufficient inducement for them 
to accept of gratis inoculation, 


Tus two principal expences of this eſtab- 
liſhment are thus taken away. The chief 
charges which remain are the fzlaries of the 
inſpectors, and the rewards to iafectious 
families for obſerving the rules of prevention. 


The 
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The great attention and diligence of the 
inſpeRors. amply. deſerve the n which 
they have obtained: Indeed their ſervices 
have been thought pigbly to merit other 
bonorary rewards, The money for obſerving 
the rules is only given to the pooreſt 955 
lies, and at a ſeaſon too when poverty is 
moſt diſtreſſing, on the viſitation of a moſt 
loathſome Al Independent of every 
other conſideration, the humane could not 
find more proper objects for their charitable 
relief, The fear of incurring greater expence 
than our funds can ſupply, has induced us to 
offer too ſmall rewards to infectious families. 
At preſent A. perfect obſeryance of the rules 
incitles the family to five ſhi illings only : wy. 6 
greater reward would command More care 
and attention, and would, of e 
be more frequently ſucceſsful, 


Ain 


we 7 are! ſorry to obſerve, that our fund is J; kely 


to become deficient, and are therefore under 


the neceſſity of again folic citing the char. table 


aid of . our by citizens and other well⸗ 


wiſhers to Cheſter. If the deficient ſum 
could be ſupplied by ſmall  Jutſcriptions « of a 
ktroton, 


For OR this humane and peuiherde purpoſe. 
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crown, or haif-a-guinea or a guinea annually, _ 


or by proportionable benefactions for life, or 
by {mall eccafe onal donations: And if all the 


members of the ſociety would cordially 
unite their influence to prevent the natural 


contagion from ſpreading, we have reaſon to 
hope that our endeavours to check the ra- 
vages of this fatal diſtemper might be at- 


tended with much greater ſucceſs. On this 


occaſion, ſoch charitable aid would be par- 


ticularly ſeaſonable; becauſe, if the regula- 


tions be now- ſuſpended, and, without freth 
contributions, our income may not be ſuffici- 
ent, as appeats from the annexed account, 


its deſtruction ot the poor children would be 


dreadful. Ia many of the ſurrounding towns 
and villages, the Small- pox now a e 


and fatally prevails. It will be often brought 


among us, and freſh expence will frequently 
be incurred to ſtop its progreſs. As the 
greateſt miſchief has ariſen from a want of 


early notice, when the diſtemper appeared in a 
family, we carneftly intreat the humane, whe- 
ther a ſubſcriber to the charity or not, particu- 


rec all affectionate parents, who wiſh to pree 
ler ve their children from this mortal malady, 


70 ene immegiare 3 information to the inſpector 
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of the diſtrict, below named, as ane no 
hear 2 freſh family is infected. 


Ir is vith the [Eee gsf. ion we ob- 
ſerve, that our example has excited a like 
i beneficent ſpirit toward the poor inhabitants 
5 of other large towns. In Leeds they had 
8 general inoculation in the ſpring of 1781, 
and propoſed another in 1782; in Liverpool 

a general inoculation was ſucceſsfully exe- 
| cured in the autumn of 1581, and another 
nx the ſpring of 1782, and they have reſolv- 
ed on a general inoculation there twice every 
year. Such has deen the ſucceſs that has 
attended theſe exertions at Cheſter,” Leeds, 
and Liverpool, that the- Royal College of 
Phyſicians at Edinburgh have appointed a 
committee to inquire into their mode of 
conducting the gratis inoculation of the poor, 
in order to diffuſe the benefit of this ſatutary 
art among all ranks in the. metropolis, and 
probably other large towns of Scotland, And 
it may be reaſonably. expected that the ſame 
benevolent diſpoſition which has promoted 
general inoculation in theſe places, will ere 
long be employed to check the progreſs of 
the en ne ee an important object 
77 | which 
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which has principally: engaged the attention 
i” our [Rey ever ſince its elkabliſñment. 


Oft all be chilaren who died in Cbelter 
under ten years old, during the "fix vears 
which preceded this inſtitution, a full Bird ; 
part diediof the Small-pox. It is Probi ly 
fatal to as great 4 proportion of the 'young' 
generation in other large towns of Gieat- 
Britain. If, in tber places above mentioned, 
their phyſicians; who dre ſo Highly and fo juſtly 
celebrated for knowledge and: Fumanity, 


would eſtabliſh regulations to prevent 1 nll 


propagation of this deadly peſtilenee, dur 
united example and inflbence might pr ore 
of great 2 8 rome to !6nr e and to 
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: . Mr. Waking tö n, Mr. Meacocl, 


Mr. Connah, Mr. Venables, ana Light- 


foot, Mr. Jackſon.” 
General Inſpector, Mr. Owens. 


Secretary; Mr. Wilkinſon 
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Sub bmit to your deli 
ation, as a queſtion which it is pe- 
culiarly your duty to determine, whe- 
ther it is medically poſſible to prevent 
the Small-pox. A dark cloud of 'vul- 
gar prejudices has long obſcured this 
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ſubject. But all the miſchief a | pears a 
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to have originated from the two Oopini::- 

ons Pertieulatipdidrtſoi in the Txqui- | 
That clothes, &c. 
axe rendered insb ende by varlolous 
of . 4 and 2. ＋ hat the at- 
ce in in general is 
contaminated, where the Small pox 
3 epidemical. io} eee ee 


* 44 


# A — - " _ F * — bh, 2 
£ 3 : > 8 5 ** F ME * 2 1 1 vo 
1. „ FIERCE „ 3 3 
% oy & x I "I ; 8 „ 0-3 * VVV 3 

# 2 : 3 K a . a +4 * 


WIL B theſe opinions prevail on. | 
muſt be deemed moſt abſurd to pro- 1 
pole any human means to prevent the 

diſtemper. e ns „ | 
Ke IAA Z 


N the medical faculty, with the more ir 
telligent part of mankind could be con- 
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219 CONCLUSION. 


1 HAVE, attempted ., to prove char 
no perſon will be ever attacked by the 
4 eee ehe except after © infection by 
*© nearly approaching a Small-pox _— 


tient, or the variolous Ace in th 7 | 
2 Ps of ſerum pus or cab,” MX: | 
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Ir this propoſition ber true, rg if 


*. , 


vinced of its truth, the chief diffteulty 
would de vanquiſhed, If it were gene⸗ 
known that the 8Small-pox is pro- 


duced by a peculiar pbiſbn, which might 
be certainly deſ 
never do miſchief, except through Ccare- 


oyed, and which could 


leſſneſs or malevolence, it would foon 


be thought as criminal, being infinitely ; 
more deſtructive, for a-perſon- to con- 
vey the variolous poifon to thoſe who 


are liable to infection, as to mix arſ 4 
nic with their food. On this founs 


dation, I venture toi n that medi 5 
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4 errors have - 


ba W ith due deliberation. 
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which the experience of the Small-pox 
 lociety, during fix years, has uniformly 
ſupplied, to refute theſe two opinions. 
Some explanation and apology may be 


required, by the medical reader, for 
the mode in which the PRocEE DINGS 


of the ſocic ty are IN; 


991777 7 


n 
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4 WROTE them as a citizen of Chet. 
ter, not as a phyſician; _otherwile; he 


numerous facts which they e contain, 


might have been applied, in 4 much 8 


more direct manner, to prove the de- 
trine maintained in the Inquiry. In 


regard to the frutb of the facts which 


they briefly ſtatc, it ſhould be obſerved, 


that they are aſcertained with a great 
N E deßde 


ed mankind into the : 
moſt pernicious "habits, If this ſuſpi- 
cion be well founded, it is the duty of 
phyſicians to reconſider this e | 
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degree of authenticity, by a committee | 


Conſiſting of all the 


medical, and many 


FR intelligent members of the ſocie- | 


The poor people, who clalm re- 
8 come regularly before theſe gen- 
tlemen every month. The full reward 


is not to be obtained, except by: thoſe 
who have preſerved ali their neighbours, 
and acquaintance from the infection. 


Beſides a written certificate from their 


ünſpector, they are; examined in pre- 
lence of others, who have in ſome in- 


ſtances, tranſgreſſed the rules; and whoſe 
reward is conſequently diminiſhed : 


_ theſe. would complain of injuſtice, if 
thers were any pretence for complaint. 
In regard to the other facts related in 


the IN guikx, I have generally quoted 


the authority of medical witnefſes in 
confirmation of my own. teſtimony. 


Many of their names (a) are univer- 
BY known, and nige dene, by 


(9 TY the W p 36, 36, 51, 107. 112, 
TED 196, 187, 208, and the addendum, . 
7 t 12 
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we”; 


the medical world; and the judgement 


and veracity of them all are ac 
ledged by their numerous acquaintanc 
Names and dates are always mention- 5 
E ed, fo that, if any, doubt ſhould ariſe, 
inquiry may ſtill be made, concerning 
ſuch recent events, whether the narra- 
tive be : accurately true... 


2 8 the — 3 "if fix 
years, the progreſs. of the Small-pox | 
has been carefully watched by the in- 
ſpectors, and the cauſe of infection in- 
veſtigated with all poſſible diligence, 
and attention : but, not a ſingle fact 
4 bas occurred to excite a ſuſpicion that 


”” variolous miaſms, adherring to clothes, 
is had communicated the diſtemper. ; Vetz 


during the whole period, except a few 
weeks, all the medical practitioners oc- 
caſionally viſited ſmall-pox patients, and 
the inſpectors daily entered the infecti- 
ous chambers In the ſame clothes, 
without the leaſt reſerve, they approach- 
e jy 
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ed children Hable to the infection, but, 
in no inſtance; were known or ſaſpee- 
ted to have communicated the diſtem- 
per. A body of ſuch evidence muſt 
1Emove e rational doubt. 5 1 

* b F e Werth have bad 

| ob ſtill more numerous and poſi- 
tive, that the infectious atmoſphere, 
which ſurrounds the variolous - Poi- - 
iſon, is limited within a ſmall 6 ir. 
cumference. The facts tated in the 
97th, 104th, 107th and 12 5th pages 

ofthe 1 exhibit the cleareſt 
and ſulleſt evidence on this point; they 
eſtabliſh it ſo far beyond all controver- 
iy, that I par poſely omitted, in the fu- 
tare PzoctepinGs: of the Society, any 

other proof, as altogether ſuperfluous; 
But ite may be proper to declare that 
the whole experience of the fociety 
bas unifortnly <onfifinee this opinion. 


Butin the laſt UH x" lears, few weeks 
have: Frony WE, TO lapplying Poſi- 
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tive proofs that the infectious . 
did not ee to the cloſely adjoining 
houſes, Yet all medical readers may 
recoll, | eck pumerct 1 s; inſtances, in that 
period, when. this, diſtemper has Pre- 
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** * 


vailed, in other towns and villages, ſo 


as to become generally, epidemical., 3 
8 1 „„ Vt 81 91113 
For on a point wherg the concliſian 
may. lead: to ſuch important cdnlggpen- 


ces, : Tam ſolicitous, to he inſtructed by 


F #4 Af „ 


the united wiſdom, and experience G6] if 
my medical brethren. If the arguments 
0 the Inquiry. be erroneous, the Qye- 
ries annexed to it ſeem well adaptec to 
detect ſuch errors. 1 6 helge = beg 
leave to ſolicit the particular attention 


of the medical reader. If you anſwer 


l 


the 1ſt, zd or th query in the affirma- I 
tive; or the 2d and 5th. query in the 1 
| negative, L requeſt an exact detail of 42 
every circumſtance concerning the facts 
on which ſuch an anfwer; 18 founded. TT 
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Tur whole tenour of the F 


es of the Society, "tho conflantly 


counteracted by the mot pernicious 


prejudices, afford deciſive” evidence in 


ſupport of the theory advanced in the 
IxgpiRY, according to the teſt of a 


true theory ſagaciouſſy and judiciouſly 


: propoſed by the gr eat Lord Bacon. 


9 A 


Inter ſigna, nullum magis certum | 


wt aut nobile eſt, quam quod eR fructi- 
„ bus. Pr uctus enim et opera inventa, 


= pro / veritate Philoſopharum velat 


bs, es, vel fide IO. funt 9. 955 
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Tur letter from Dr. Waterbouſe is 


curious and inſtructive. It is much 
more ſatisfactor y to fay, that the Small- 
pox: has been exterminated, than that 
1 might be exterminated, by « civil regu- 
lations. However. 1 'would not Pro- 
W the proceedings or Rhode-Hand a as 


as 5 


01 3 25 1. 3.73. 
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an example for imitation. i They ſeem 


pr 


to have been ſuggeſted by fear,” not by 
reaſon, ang” a clear diſcernment” of the 
danger. They have eſtabliſhed many 
unneceſſary reſtrictions, and difficulties. 
Among theſe, I would reckon the tre- 
mendous coffin, in which the patients 
were ſhut up alive; their traniporta- 
tion to a deſert iſland; boarding up the 
ſtreet ; placing guards to keep paſſen- 
gers at a diſtance from the infectious 
houſe; and! many other troubleſome and 
uſeleſs regulations.” 1 It is probable, that 
theſe unncceffary difficulties, and the 
ſuppoſed peculiar advantages of a ſmall 
iſland fo near tlie capital, Newport, 

may have been the cauſe why their me- 
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Dr. Waterhouſe computes the inhibi. 
tants of Newport to be about 11, 000. 
The reſt of the iſland is fully peopled. 
Beſides the principal Port, there are, I 
believe, two or three ferries,” and thoſe 
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nent, than diſtant countries, that is, 
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nearly adjoining the ſeveral large towns. 


on the continent; It ; rs, the great tho- 
roughfare between the northern and. 
ſouthern Provinces. Df have been in- 
formed, on good authority, that there 


are two roads, the whole length of the 
iſland, one for horſes, hilly and nearer, 
the other for carriages. _ Their con- 
an with foreign countries is re- 
markably extenſive. Combine all theſe 


eircumſtances together, and I doubt. 
whether there be another, iſland i in the 


whole world, whoſe intercourſe with 
their neighbours and with diſtant coun- 
tries is ſo general, and, conſequently, 
no land is fo. liable to receive the 
variolous poiſon from every quarter. 


The inhabitants of Britain are eompa- 


ratively in retired and remote ſituations 
as to the danger of receiving foreign 
infection. Dr. Waterhouſe obſerves, 
that the small-pox is more commonly 
brought from the neighbouring conti- 
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. by the market people, and travellers 
by the ferries, than by ſhips 
their principal Port. But 


that c OMe 
arriving at 
Britain has no ſuch near communica. 
ion nh * ee by fe ies. 


3 r 


21 n vndds his beute is * no 


means prepared for ſuch a propoſal. To 
correct the pernicious errors, and habits 


that have univerſally pervaded the king- 
dom, no means could poſſibly prove ſo 


effectual as the eſtabliſnment of Small- 


pox ſocieties, to ſtop the ravages of this 


dreadful peſtilence. In large towns, 


there would be moſt difficulties to con- 


tend with; becauſe, in them, the Small- 
pox is generally preſent; and never fear- 


ed or avoided.” But, even in large towns, 


the difficulties are ſuch as would rather 
animate than diſcourage the truly be- 
nevolent mind. The diſtemper, in ſuch 


places, does every poſſible injury *. The 


attempt is ſo far from being attended 


with any hazard, that ſome benefit muſt 


* See the PRockEDIN Gs, p. 155» 
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reſult from all preventive regu lation 85 
eyen ſhould they fail of being com- 
pletely ſucceſsful. I enter 


aſſociations on diſintereſted benevolent 
principles. They are the moſt frequent 
witneſſes of the deplorable ſufferings 
 vecaſioned by this loathſome diſtemper. 


Their thoughts, in the daily exerciſe of 
their profeſſion, are ſo conſtantly and 


ſo anxiouſly exerted to fave: life and to 
relieve miſery, that they enjoy perhaps 
a higher ſatisfaction than others, from 
the gratification of theſe humane ſen- 


timents. On: theſe conſiderations, a 


benevolent purpoſes in no inconſider- 
able degree, will probably receive their 
moſt ſtrenuous ſupport. They can beſt 
obviate the difficulties, diſcern the ad- 
vantages, and demonſtrate the practa- 
bility of ſuch a plan. They may pro- 
mote ſuch eſtabliſhments with all the 
| zeal that their humanity dictates, with- 

[4442044 vi our 


ain fanguine 
Hopes that medical gentlemen may form 
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5 _ aut incurring! the remoteſt ſulpicion 50 
| | a ſelt-intereſted motive. The moderate 
expence of ſuch an inſtitution can no 
where: be an obje& of difficulty... On 
the contrary, it may be reaſonably 
hoped, that the moſt intelligent and 
humane inhabitants, forming themſelves 
into a ſociety, on the pureſt principles 
of beneficence, by transfuſing this 1pi- 
rit into the breaſt of each other, and 
of their acquaintance, would excite, a- 
mong all ranks, an anxiety and active 
exertion, to promote its ſucceſs. | 
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| STRONGLY impreſſed with an opinion 
that the moſt important advantages may 

_ reſult to our country and to mankind, 
from a medical combination to check 

the ravages of this deſtructive peſtilence, 
I take the liberty of addreſſing the gen- 
tlemen of the profeſſion moſt diſtin- 
guiſhed for their knowledge and liberal 
ſentiments. The prevention of diſeaſes 
18 „nn, the moſt beneficial, and 


FOR | ought 
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2z CONCLUSION: 


ought to be the moſt nn branch. 
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's A ie ring D 
en our regulations to prevent abr 
Small- pox have been executed at Cheſ. 
ter, tho' generally oppoſed by the moſt 
untoward prejudices; I have not a doubt, 


2 


n 
te 


that the natural diſtemper might be in 


a great meaſure excluded from any di- 
ſtrict whoſe inhabitants, to avoid this 
dreadful peſtilence, would willingly and 
gladly accept of inoculation. Such in- 


ſtitutions, wherever eſtabliſhed, would 


immediately preſerve the lives of a large 


proportion of the young generation. 
But their benefical conſequences would 
be infinitely more important. | By due | 
perſeverance, they would probably cor- 
rect the medical errors and ſuperſtiti- 


ous opinions which have ſo long and ſo 
fatally deluded mankind. On facts 

publicly aſcertained, to the full convic- 
non al the more intelligent part of 
1 : . 8 
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ſociety, there might be ſafely and ſuc- 
eeſsfully founded a general law to pro- 
mote inoculation, or, what would be 
incomparably more eaſy, and more grate- 
ful to the feelings of humanity, to 
eſtabliſh regulations that would exter- 
minate the Small. po from Great: Britain. 
To attain ſo important a bleſſing would 
require the general, united, and perſe⸗ 3 
vering exertions of our legiſlators and 
magiſtrates, as well as the medical fa- 

ty, It would employ much time and 
1 executed with aſſiduous cal, 
care and attention. No ſerviee coula 
deſerve to be more amply rewarded, if 
We. eſtimate its value. by the multitude 
of lives it would preſerve, and the inſi- 
nite variety of human miſery” it wWoulck 
prevent. To accompliſh a plan ſo be- 
neficial to our country, and to huma- 
nity, would be highly honourable to our 
profeſſion, and unſpeakably grateful to 
every heart warmed with the generous 
ardour of patriotiſm and philanthropy. 
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1 F ' michief” for * migchief. IP, 10, l. 13. 


3 „or * ſeven.“ | pi 24,1. 4. varlioous' Tol CET IN 


riolous. id 722085 2 for chence, p. 


1987 J. {; ;ahove-mention?. for | *< above-mentioned, A 


P. 36- after the gth * Cale, 8 N 25 va 
"On Jane the 25th, TOR; te | 


Liga 


years of age," went into a chamber, where there was a; 


boy. 13 years old recovering, and another, ill of the 
7 4 5 He "Took. notice to me, that he pefceived 
culiar ſmell in the room.” On the gth of July his 
3 fever commented ; that is, on the 15th-day, 
atter he was infected. This caſe deſerves peculiar at- 
tention, as it affords a clear and deciſive inſtance that 
the Period between infection and the &ervptive fever, 
r in the natural, than itꝭ is in the inocul; 
Por. 1 II. Nicholls, ſurgeon, MA, Ruthin, was. 
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